
C H A I R M A N ’ S  C O V E
Winter has finally passed and spring has strug-
gled, but finally arrived. Soon it will be summer 
and once again a time to enjoy the splendor 
of Silver Lake. It is a time to reflect, relax, and 
reconnect with family and friends.  

Every year it seems as though we have more 
boats, jet skis, kayaks, and canoes on the lake.  
There are many boats pulling children on 
tubes. Be aware of what is happening around 
you as you travel on the water. Be ever vigi-
lant of the bobbing heads of fallen skiers and 
tubers. Make sure that you have a spotter on 
your craft to watch for wipeouts of your skiers 
and tubers. (Not only is this the safe way, “It’s 
the Law,” a ticket is costly & certainly would 
ruin your day!) Remember to travel counter 
clockwise on the lake. Stay clear of swim rafts 
and docks (100 feet where possible), as there 
are often people swimming near them.  

It is our hope that you all have a wonderful 
time this summer season. Be safe and have fun.

B. Scot Ogden, SLIA President 

Two Days Twice The Fun!!
The kids fishing tournament is 
back! It will be held on Saturday 
and Sunday, June 8 & 9, 2013. This 
is the free fishing weekend so “No 
one will need a license” to take 
the kids out on the lake or fish 
from the dock.

Directors Gordy and Dan will 
be out on the lake from 9 a.m. 
till 1 p.m. taking pictures, weigh-

ing and measuring fish, and handing out participa-
tion certificates. There is no registration or any big 
prizes, just good fun!  

Gordy and Dan will get names of all the fisher-
men, including those who are fishing off the docks. 
You might see your picture in the next newsletter!!

They also will tell anyone who asks, where the 
HOT fishing spots are! Hope to see you out there!

Gordy   943-3655     Dan   943-3794 

Fishery Update
We have been in contact with the DNR Biologist 
concerning the stocking of Walleye in Silver Lake.  
We are still the first lake on the list to be stocked 
this year. The estimated date for this is June 16th.  
They plan to stock +/- 30,000 Walleye fingerlings 
into Silver Lake. Needless to say many of these will 
become food for other fish, birds, and aquatic  
predators, but we should still have a nice supply  
of walleye in the future for your fishing pleasure! 

Adopt-A-Road
On April 28, 2013, the SLIA participated in our 
Adopt-a-Road trash cleanup. We have adopted the 
four miles of East Silver Lake Rd from US 31 South 
to  the intersection at Silver Lake Rd and Zimmer-
man Rd.  

THANK YOU SO MUCH to the eighteen volun-
teers who came out, we were able to finish in just  
a couple of hours!  

Next scheduled clean up is on Thursday July 

18th. We will meet at Silver Lake Park at 10 a.m.  
This is a great opportunity to keep the area around 
our lake clean and socialize with fellow lake prop-
erty owners. 

Please note this is a “Thursday” morning, rather 
than the usual Saturday because so many of us are 
busy on weekends in July.

See you there!        Ron Grin 

Here It Comes!!
... Back by popular demand – there will be another 
beach ball roaming the lake this year! Starting on 
Sunday, June 23rd, “Beach Ball II” will be out on the 
lake! When it rolls up on your beach, please sign it 
with your name and address. Write a message if you 
would like. Then push it back out into the lake. I will 
pick it up on Wednesday, July 3rd. The decorated ball 
will be part of the annual Boat Regatta on July 4th. 

If for some reason you do not get a chance to 
sign the ball while it is traveling, it will be on display 
at the annual meeting in August.

Chuck Hathaway 

Boat Launch Dredging
In our last newsletter we pointed out the problem 
with the sand bar at the boat launch and the dif-
ficulty getting boats in or out without damaging 
propellers. 

We encouraged everyone to send the letter we 
enclosed in the newsletter to the DNR requesting 
that they dredge the boat launch. 

We thank all of you who did so, as the DNR has 
agreed to dredge – it truly is the Silver Lake Commu-
nity in action! However, as the lake is currently at its 
highest level in recent years, the dredging will not 
take place this spring as the DNR had previously 
planned, but rather this fall. 

We will send out an email to advise when we 
know the date the launch will be dredged, as it will 
be closed for a period of time.

The DNR has also resurfaced the dock and it 
looks extremely nice.  

Respectfully submitted, Barry Andrews

SLIA ANNUAL MEETING

SAVE THE DATE 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 3, 2013   

9 a.m. at Garfield Township Hall
 

DO WE HAVE YOUR EMAIL 
ADDRESS?

As you will notice in this 
newsletter we refer to send-
ing emails to lake members 
for various purposes.

If we have your email address, you will be 
notified when the lake is treated for inva-
sive species, date and time of kids fishing 
tournament, when the boat launch is to 
be dredged and reminders of events on 
the lake. You would also be notified if an 
event is canceled due to weather as well 
as a plan to reschedule. 

We do not share your information with 
anyone, even other SLIA members.  
Our first email trial was for the spring road 
cleanup. It worked great; 18 people came 
out to help! 

PLEASE send your  email your address 
TODAY to:  
TC.Silver.Lake.Association@gmail.com

BEACH BUMS BASEBALL

A date has not been chosen for a Beach 
Bums game in time for this newsletter. We 
will send out an email when a date has 
been selected. (If you haven’t given us 
your email address yet – now is the time! - 
see related article)
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Perhaps you are new to the lake, perhaps you 
have been away for awhile or maybe you just 
decided to join us, whatever the reason, we 

welcome our new SLIA members!
Nick & Molly Agostinelli

Scott & Nicole Blonshine
Paul & Darcy Britten

Norm & Peggy Campbell
Brian & Kelly Case

Carol Harrigan
Robert & Susan Isles
David & Judith Reed

Silver Shores Association
Shirley Wehre

Paul & Lisa Wiley
Jack & Cathy Wunderlich

EURASIAN WATER MILFOIL UPDATE - 9/2007
This past spring, Chuck Hathaway found a second patch of Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) in the northwest corner of 
the lake, offshore from 1412 N. West Silver Lake Rd.  The new patch and the original infestation near the boat launch 
were treated with herbicides in early July.  We were particularly concerned about the new patch because it was in a 
fairly shallow, heavily trafficked area of the lake.  As the EWM grew to the surface it would be chopped up by passing 
boat props.  Each fragment of the plant has the ability to establish new growth so there was a likelihood of rapid 
spread if we didn’t act quickly.

We scrambled to get the new patch treated quickly.  We had to hire a contractor to apply the herbicide.  The 
Michigan Department Environmental Quality permit had to be amended. We had to get funding (thanks again 
to Garfield Township for funding the additional treatment) and we had to get written permission from property 
owners.

Getting written permission from property owners proved the most difficult task.  We opted to get the required 
signatures from several owners either side of the patch in case the EWM infestation was more extensive than 
expected. The Burritts personally collected the signatures from the property owners within the known area.  
Mediocre response was received from mailings to others nearby (thanks to those who did respond).  If the 
infestation had been more wide spread we wouldn’t have been able to treat all of it.

As a consequence, and because we don’t know where EWM will pop up next, we decided to get permission from 
every property owner on the lake so we would to be ready to act quickly when the next patch of EWM appears.  
Permission slips were mailed to every property owner and  brought in roughly 100 signatures.  At this writing we 
have signed permission from 132 of the roughly 350 required.

An aquatic vegetation survey, by Professional Lake Management in early September 2007,  identified three new areas 
of EWM.  Patches of EWM were found scattered along the stretches of shoreline described below The stretches are:

1. The area off the Northwest and  North shores of Campbell Island.  That includes 302 to 338 Roman Dr. (roughly 
1100 ft of shoreline).

2. From 425 to 578 Brakel Point Dr (roughly 2500 ft of shoreline).
3. From 5284 Van Petten Dr. north including 391 S. West Silver Lake Rd. to 100 N West Silver Lake Rd. (roughly 

5000 ft of shoreline).

The vegetation surveys aren’t perfect and precise, therefore, EWM may exist beyond the areas described.

H E L P !
Your written permission is required by law before Eurasian Watermilfoil can be treated on your bottomlands.  Please 
fill out and return the permission form mailed with this newsletter if you have not already done so.

No one can predict where Eurasian Watermilfoil will pop up next so we need permission from everyone on the lake. 
We urge you to encourage your neighbors to return a form as well. If their bottomlands are not treated you will suffer 
the consequences too. A form is also available on the new website (silverlakeimprovement.com).    Any questions call 
Chuck Hathaway 943-3912 or Russ Adams at 947-5502.

H AV E  A  Q U E S T I O N ?  C A L L :
Publicity, newsletter – Pat Adams – 947-5502 
Lake Monitoring – Russ Adams – 947-5502 
Exotic Weeds – Russ Adams -  947-5502
Fishing Issues – Kevin Gagnon – 943-5226 
Township Liaison -  Peter Haddix – 943-8825 
Drain Liaison – Bill Helke – 943-4779  
Historian – Nancy Knight – 943-9487 
Webmaster – Wayne Knight – 943-9487  
Welcoming new residents – Robb Raetz – 943-4358  
Membership – Janet Wheeler – 943-4443  
President SLIA – Dick Bogard – 943-4845

If you would rather email us our address is:
info@silverlakeimprovement.com 

H AV E  A  Q U E S T I O N ?  C A L L :

 RUMORS – RUMORS – RUMORS
“The reason the lake levels are so low is because 
they are draining all of the water out of Silver 
Lake through that *$#%* dam”

Folks, we want to reassure you that these rumors are 
entirely unfounded but easily believable when indeed 
the water levels are down – so we’d like to share a few 
facts and some history with you.

If you watched TV7&4 recently, they had a special 
interview with the Army Corps of Engineers because 
of  public concern that the  Great Lakes are down, 
especially Lake Superior – they also cited area lakes 
and the bay with pictures of the beach at Old Mission.  
The Corps’ answer was that levels are largely cyclical 
with some influence of drought, hot summers and light 
winters.

Now to Silver Lake – the SLIA was formed in 1965 
because the levels were at an all time low in this 
century (much worse than now).  They petitioned the 
county to divert water from Bass Lake to raise the levels.  
After 3 years in red tape and petitions,  by ‘68/69 the 
levels were rising so the effort died. 

In 1974  the levels were extremely high, people were 
flooded, sandbagged and trees died all along the 
shoreline.  Again the county was petitioned to establish 
a level – this time it was contested because it would 
require pumping groundwater back into the lake if the 
level went down and would have been an ongoing high 
cost to riparians, so this effort also died and the waters  
receded.  

In 1986 the levels were higher than 1974 -  more 
sandbags -  add pumps, flooded septics and some 
evacuation of homes.  This time a more educated plan 
was presented to the county – set only a high water 
level and only an overflow dam.  This was accomplished 
in early  1987. The cost was shared fairly and the 
maintenance has been manageable.  

In 1993 the levels were again high in the great lakes 
and other lakes according to the representative of 
the Corps of Engineers, although not to the extremes 
of 1974 and 1986.  Silver Lake was a little high in the 
spring that year, but drain down during the winter and 
early spring months prevented a potential problem for 
Silver Lake residents.

And then came  2007 . . . .
This drain works only as an emergency drain off when 
the water cycles high, but does nothing when it is low 
– which was the intention – it is doing it’s job!  Read 
back through this article and notice that the cycle has 
hit  high or low  in mid-decade for the last 40 years.   
“We don’t really understand it all - it will come back”  as 
the gentleman from the Army Corps of Engineers said 
when asked.

To dispel ideas of what a normal drain looks like with 
water flowing out of it as most of us perceive,  let’s take 
a look at the Silver Lake dam. Our dam doesn’t look like 
a normal dam, it looks more like a glass of water set in 
a bowl – rising up out of the water,  it is an “overlow” 
dam, it only drains when the water rises higher than 
the rim of the glass (drain).   The drain is operated 
with a valve which is shut off in May or June when the 
water temp reaches 68 degrees.  THERE HAS BEEN NO 
WATER DRAINED OUTTHIS YEAR, with only a minimal  
amount in the early spring for several  years,  as the 
levels have  been receding in their cyclical fashion.

This information was taken from old SLIA minutes and 
records and court documents. Submitted by Nancy Knight

LOON-IE TUNES
LOON-IE TUNES, which actually sound more like a yodel, combined with the “penguin dance” are loon’s way of 
chasing away other birds, water craft and silly people.  (The “penguin dance” is when they splash with their wings 
and kick their feet so they’re walking on water.)   My son was out swimming and not aware of the loons nearby,  
when Daddy loon started in on him.  My son decided to yodel back and flap his arms - it was quite a hilarious show.

Loons lay 1 - 2 eggs in June on island type areas near water.  
Incubation time is about a month.  They often carry their 
chicks on their backs to avoid predators such as sea gulls, 
eagles, crows and turtles.  They are also very territorial.  The 
loon family you see at the north end of the lake is a different 
one than you see  further down by Brakel Point.

Besides being fun to watch, like when mommy loon is 
teaching chick to dive, they eat leeches!

Loon trivia:  The loon is the state bird in Minnesota;  and 
Mercer, Wisconsin is the Loon Capital of the World!
Submitted by Cathy Kuhn

SHERIFF’S MARINE PATROL
The Grand Traverse County Sheriff’s Marine Patrol work-
force has been increased from last year and will feature  
six full time deputies patrolling the area’s waterways. 

Due to the number of individuals who spoke out at our last 
year’s Annual meeting regarding the lack of patrols and the 
number of boaters going the wrong way around the lake 
(Counter-clockwise is the correct direction) we have met 
with the Sergeant in charge of the Marine Division. They 
will make an effort to increase patrols and to be on the 
lookout for boats going in the wrong direction as well as 
other violations. Be advised!!

ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE
We will be surveying the lake again on June 4th to deter-
mine where we will need to treat for Eurasian Water Milfoil 
this year. The actual treatment will occur at a later date.  
We have requested that the applicator notify the owners of 
affected properties in writing as to the date the application 
will occur. The SLIA board will also send out a mass email 
when we know the date of the application. (If you  haven’t 
given us your email address, this would be a good time – 
see related article)   

During our survey, we will also be looking for Purple Loose-
strife, as well as any other invasives that may have made it 
into Silver Lake. 

The issue of excessive lily pads in certain areas of the lake 
was raised as a concern last fall. Even though this is not an 
invasive species, as it is native to our area, it can be a prob-
lem. The lilies can be treated, but it should be done in the 
spring. A permit is required by the DEQ which the applica-
tor can apply for. Because  these plants are not an invasive 
species, the cost to treat these areas would need to be paid 
for by the affected property owners. The other option is to 
pull them manually. Be sure to get the root or they will just 
come back.

There is a new menace that is present in the Great Lakes 
and it has infested Lake Michigan. It  could be brought 
into our lake if we are not careful. This new menace is the 
Quagga Mussel. It is very important that we be careful 
when bringing boats back to Silver Lake or when friends 
or renters bring their boats onto our lake. Let them know 
of our concerns and have them empty their live wells and 

thoroughly check over their boats and drive units for any 
sign of “hitchhikers”!

(If you see something you are not sure of, please feel free  
to contact a board member, we will be happy to inspect  
for you.)  Submitted by Scot Ogden

MUCK OR NO MUCK,  
WE NEED TO KNOW

In our quest to eradicate muck in Silver Lake, we are at-
tempting to qualify for a grant from the Federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA).  In order to do this, we 
need to show there is muck in Silver Lake, and how much.  

To this end a video was created last fall showing muck in 
various areas of the lake.  We are also creating an actual 
map showing where it is, and how deep it is.  I believe this 
video and “Muck Map” as we have dubbed it, will go a long 
way toward helping us obtain the grant money we are seek-
ing from the EPA’s Clean Lake Program.

Many properties don’t have any muck, we need to know 
that also!  If you do have muck, we need to know where 
you are located on the lake, and how deep the muck is.  
This is what we are asking from you:

**By June 30**
A. No muck within 30 feet of shore,  please contact Diane 

Seeloff or a board member with this information. We 
need your name and the address of your property.

B. If you have muck within 30 feet of shore, we need you to 
use our “muck kit.” It consists of directions for making 
a pole to measure with as well as a form to record the 
amount of muck at various distances in front of your 
property. This can be emailed to you or hand delivered  
to your door.

C. If you have muck but are unable to measure it, perhaps a 
neighbor could assist you in measuring it. If not, contact 
Diane or a board member and we will do it for you. Again, 
we need your name and the address of your property.

We plan to complete the project this summer and need 
your information to do that. This is the best time of year  
to measure, before weeds interfere.

Thank you, Diane Seeloff, Muck Eradication Committee. 
Email Diane at dseeloff@gmail.com or phone 616-481-2883.

List of SLIA board members can be found elsewhere in 
this newsletter.

WHO DO YOU CALL?
Life threatening or dangerous 

violations............911

Boating violations (MC number required)  
or launch site violations 

Central Dispatch............922-4550

General Marine questions (leave msg) 
Sheriff’s Marine Division 

231-922-2112

DNR Traverse City Office  
231-922-5280

Lost and found (Barry Andrews) 
231-943-7005 or  

TC.Silver.Lake.Association@gmail.com

More information at  
www.silverlakeimprovement.com

2013 SLIA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Barry Andrews 231-943-7005 tcbandrews@gmail.com

Dick Bogard 231-943-4845 rbogied@gmail.com

Vicki Bush 231-943-8533 vlbush@chartermi.net

Ron Grin 231-943-0293 pointgrin@sbcglobal.net

Chuck Hathaway 231-943-3912 cnhath@charter.net

Mike Kaufman 517-775-2456 kaufmanmk@gmail.com

Nancy Knight 231-943-9487 waynelknght@aol.com

Scot Ogden 517-749-3895 jeanaseid@aol.com

Jeana Seidelman 517-812-5259 jeanaseid@aol.com

Janet Wheeler 231-943-4443 janetwhee41@aol.com

Randy Williams 231-995-8030 randyw@tcsb.com

WELCOMEWELCOME
Hello, I am Mike Kaufman, our new welcome  

ambassador.  I contact  new residents and welcome 
them to Silver Lake and explain what the SLIA does.  

If you have a neighbor who is new to Silver Lake, 
you can help by emailing me that information at: 
kaufmanmk@gmail.com, or call 517-775-2456. 

WELCOME TO OUR MOST RECENT NEW MEMBERS
Tom and Michelle Cronin

Perry Hayes
Michelle Wisniewski

Robert and Janet Neville
Doug and Paula Parshall
Richard and Odile Perry

Gerald and Tammy Stoerkel

At the time of this publication, the SLIA has  
187 members!!

LIVING TO BOAT OR 
BOATING TO LIVE?

Our beautiful Silver Lake seems to get busier with various 
forms of watercraft and toys each season.  As an all-sports 
lake without any lake specific restrictions,  it is imperative 
that we all recognize that we need to share the lake.  If we 
are all aware and observe the boating laws we can enjoy 
the lake without any accidents. 

The Michigan Handbook of Boating laws is available from 
your local DNR, Grand Traverse Sheriff’s Marine Division, 
the Silver Lake Annual Meeting or by visiting http://www.
boat-ed.com/michigan/handbook/index.html.  

If you are a beginning boater you should consider attend-
ing a Boaters Safety course. The Grand Traverse Sheriff’s 
Department conducts these classes at no charge. You may 
call 231-922-2112 to register for a class.

The Coast Guard Auxiliary is conducting a Boating Safety 
class held in Traverse City in two sessions: Tuesday, June 25 
from 5:30 - 9 pm and Saturday morning, June 29, from 9am 
– 1:30 pm.   Cost: $10 to cover cost of book and certificate.  
Preregister by calling Dianne Walker at 231-941-8076 by 
June 20.

If you wish, you may take an online class, they are also of-
fered through the State of Michigan at either Boated.com 
or Boaterexam.com, both of which charge a fee of $29.50.  

Boating safety requirements in Michigan are as 
follows:
•	 Those	born	on	or	after	July	1,	1996	(new	in	2012,	as	a	

result of Public Act 0120), are required to have a boater’s 
safety certificate to operate a motorboat. Those younger 
than 16 years of age also require adult supervision.

•	 Persons	younger	than	14	years	of	age	may	not	legally	
operate a PWC. 

•	 Those	14	and	15	years	of	age	may	operate	a	PWC	legally	
only if they have obtained a boating safety certificate and 
if he or she is accompanied by his or her parent or legal 
guardian or by a person at least 21 years of age who has 
been designated by the parent or legal guardian, or he or 
she is operating or riding the PWC at a distance of not 
more than 100 feet from his or her parent or guardian or 
from a person at least 21 years old who has been desig-
nated by the parent or guardian.

•	 Those	at	least	16	years	of	age	and	born	after	Dec.	31,	
1978, may operate a PWC legally only if they have ob-
tained a boating safety certificate, and Boating Safety Cer-
tificates must be carried when you are operating your 
watercraft. 

•	 Those	born	on	or	before	Dec.	31,	1978,	may	operate	a	
PWC legally without restrictions.   

Some of the basic safety rules we all should be 
aware of are:
•	 Boat	direction	-		All	watercraft	are	to	go	counterclock-

wise around the lake. Drive your boat as you would your 
car, in the right direction.

•	 Towing	a	skier,	wakeboarder,	tuber,	etc.		requires	a	spot-
ter and those being towed behind a vessel must wear 
the proper Type I, II, or III PFD 

•	 If	exceeding	a	no-wake	speed	you	must	be	at	least	100’	
from other watercraft, docks, rafts, and shoreline or swim 
areas. 

•	 PWC’s	must	not	cross	behind	another	watercraft	within	
150’.

LET’S ALL HAVE SAFE SUMMER!


