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REGATTA 2011
Not as many boats this year, but those who paraded had a great time! Many creative themes – please
take a minute to look at the pics with titles on 2nd page – quite amazing! You may even see yourself!
We even had a water launcher with an enthusiastic young man at the ready! Some families didn’t
decorate but joined for the ride and who knows, maybe they had more fun than anyone? (If you want
copies of your pic, e-mail me and I’ll send to you.)
Shoreline participation was incredible as usual! With score cards and hooting and hollering – you
expressed your pleasure. Interesting to note that we have not had any military themes before to my
knowledge and we had “4” this year, an indicator of continuing patriotism in this great country of ours.
(See names & pics below) It was quite emotional to see the people on shore who rose to salute when
they passed by. Especially touching was the father on his raft teaching his 2 young sons to salute and
explaining why – great dad!
Special thanks to our parade marshals, Ron & Nancy Grin and Gordy Sigren, and to the judges – the
Popp/McManus family – they consider this one of their summer highlights!
The evening was crowned with the 2nd annual ﬁreworks display in Kreiser cove on the south end, the
Kreiser, Cole and Harrigan families put on a great show for the many boats who gathered at twilight to
enjoy.
... and now for a small amount of negativity and a plea for your response. The number of boats
parading down the last couple of years. Many thoughts as to why? Has the competition of being
judged taken some of the fun out of it when you have to compete with extravaganzas? Is the timing wrong or is it just more fun to stay home and watch? We started an hour earlier, increased our
prizes, etc. We did get some feedback that people wanted a judge(s) on the south end as well, we’ll
change that. There was a little confusion about the patriotic theme criteria for which we apologize
– get as creative as you can – we really just wanted at least a ﬂag on your boat to commemorate the
occasion. We know it’s a long ride – a different launch site? An evening parade with lights?
We remember a year with nearly 40 boats and no judges, you either decorated or not – it was fun!
SO ...I would very much appreciate e-mails with your thoughts and suggestions – this is “YOUR” lake
and it is the BIGGEST yearly event we have! waynelknght@aol.com or 943-9487.

CHAIRMAN’S COVE
It has been a great summer on Silver Lake
and most past problems and issues have been
properly addressed. Having said that (and at
the risk of sounding negative), a few issues do
still exist.
1. The boat trafﬁc on the lake has noticeably
increased. There have been many “close
calls” with boats, kayaks, swimmers, skiers
and tubers. Let’s not wait for an unfortunate
accident to occur. Let’s all be more aware,
cautious and considerate in order to avoid
injury or property damage.
2. There was a very poor turnout at the annual meeting held August 6th. We need
your attendance at the annual meeting. We
need your input on issue that can affect our
lake. We need your continued interest and
membership. Because the “Milfoil” problem
appears to be resolved is no reason to stay
away.There are other issues to address.
3. We have tried for many years to have social
events that will help us meet our Silver Lake
neighbors. Ron Grin (social committee) is
making a great effort to hold some fun and
entertaining events. Please try to attend if
possible.
To the snowbirds, have a warm winter in the
south. To those of us who stay on Silver Lake,
stay warm any other way you choose.
Jim Lievense, Chairman

Thanks to all who shared! Nancy Knight, Social Committee.
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HERE COME THE VETS

1st Place – Knight Family & Friends, “Military Pride”
with many actual Vet’s on board!

2nd Place – Bogard/Schell Families, “Navy Seals Team 6”
with Bin Laden captured!
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3rd Place – Weaver Family, “Thank U Vets”
with Grandpa Corneillus, WWII Marine Vet on board!
Wooden Plaques with winner’s pictures designed
by Chuck Hathaway, were presented for 1st, 2nd,
3rd place, as well as gift certiﬁcates from the
Downtown Association for $75, $50, & $25.
Silver Lake t-shirts & hats for those who completed
the journey back to the launch site.

Activities chairman, Ron Grin
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Adopt a Highway
The SLIA is looking into the “Adopt A
Highway” program. We are pursuing the four mile
stretch of East Silver Lake Road. We will have more
information in the next newsletter and on the
website. If you are interested in working on this
committee, contact Ron Grin at 943-0293.

plankton, so the minnows die off and there
are fewer for the game ﬁsh to eat.

So we are waiting anxiously for a “cure” for
the zebra mussels that will allow our lake to
produce more and better game ﬁsh for us to
catch and enjoy.
Ron Clingaman

BITS FROM THE PAST
Nancy Knight’s family ﬁrst joined the Silver Lake
community in 1969. Her three children were
reared here. Their activities, such as frog catching,
ﬁshing, swimming, skiing, ice skating, and boating
were lake-centered. Two of her children now own
property on Silver Lake.
Through the years, Nancy became very active in the
SLIA and has been its archivist since being elected
to the board of directors in 1986. Additionally, she
probably knows more people around the lake than
anyone. As a result, she is in a unique position to
share some history.
Nancy recalls from the archives that efforts ﬁrst began in 1963 to form the SLIA. It was incorporated
in 1965. The impetus for its creation was to seek a
remedy to alleviate the low water levels, especially
in the south end.
Then the water began to rise in the late 1960’s and
early 1970’s. In 1974 they had a reverse problem
from the 60’s, the water levels were so high, trees
were dying on the shorelines and people were experiencing ﬂooded septic tanks and basements.The
ﬁrst effort of the SLIA to address this problem was
to petition the county to maintain a certain lake
level. They thought there would be a study with
recourse but discovered it was out of their hands.
The county interpreted the petition to mean both
draining lake water during high levels and pumping
in ground water during low levels.
An Adhoc committee of lake residents, of which
Nancy was a part, went to court at that time to stop
the measure due to the negative and expensive aspects of extracting huge amounts of ground water
to maintain the level, which was not the original
intent of the SLIA. After this, the committee became
involved in the SLIA to seek alternative measures.
As in the 60’s, the normal cyclical levels took over
and the level went down. In the mid 80’s, the levels
started to rise again. As the lake levels continued
to rise, damaging both septic systems and buildings, the SLIA again went into action to address the
continuing problem.There was an effort to locate
a creek that allegedly was closed off during road
construction. There was some evidence that a
creek once ﬂowed into and out of Silver Lake, but
not compelling enough to force the Department of
Transportation to take responsibility. So once again
they went to court, this time to establish only a
high water level and to install a drain to allow water
to ﬂow out when above the high water level that
was set by the court.
After petitions, public hearings, and court dates, the
drain became a reality. Although it has not been
opened in several years, it remains a safeguard, if
needed. It cannot be opened unless water quality
and temperature meet speciﬁed standards so that
our water does not harm the fragile trout streams
it would travel through before ending up in Lake
Michigan.

ANNUAL MEETING RECAP
The Silver Lake Improvement Association’s (SLIA)
Annual Meeting was held at Garﬁeld Township
Hall August 6, 2011. The meeting began at 9:02
with 46 in attendance compared to 61 in 2010.
President Jim Lievense welcomed everyone to
the annual meeting and said that what the SLIA
board had accomplished last year would be
outlined in the committee reports. He thanked
everyone for their hard work.
A parade of reports followed, providing information about the ﬁnances, ﬁsheries, environment,
drain, township politics, the website, communications, social activities and membership.
Some highlights follow:
• A special presentation was given by Mike Solomon of Lakeshore Environment (the company
managing the control of invasive species in Silver
Lake.)
• 30 acres of EWM were treated this year. We have
very little phragmites and we have a fair amount
of native non-invasive milfoil which is good ﬁsh
habitat.
• President Lievense spoke about Larry Wesholski
who had volunteered as our ﬁsheries chair last
year and was full of plans for a contest for kids
among other things. Larry was killed in a car accident last fall and will be missed. (See article by
Ron Grin regarding next year’s contest.)
• The planting of walleye in Silver Lake could not
be done this summer due to a disease “vhs” in the
hatchery. Because of this disease the DNR anticipates a 2012 or 2013 planting.
• Wayne Knight requested that anyone with items
of interest for the website contact him at www.
silverlakeimprovement.com.
• Ron Clingaman has received great reception with
the Silver Lake Welcoming Basket. A new member in the audience said it was deﬁnitely beneﬁ-

cial. Please contact Ron with any new property
owners.
• Barry Andrews reported the lake level gauge at
Roman Dr. was discovered to be inaccurate and
has been replaced and corrected. The lake has an
additional 3.25” of water before the drain will be
opened. Barry built a ladder to climb down and
read the gauge.....Thanks Barry!
• Membership is currently at 172 members with
355 parcels, that is 48% of owners being members. Long Lake Assn. impressed with our numbers. Kudos for those who cared enough to join!
• Associate memberships are encouraged for those
who use the lake but do not own lake frontage.
• July 4th Boat Regatta once again entertaining with
lots of viewers! Winners announced with gift
certiﬁcates and plaques awarded.
• Ron Grin is planning another Silver Lake Beach
Bums Game next summer. Hopefully we won’t
get rained out in the 5th inning.
• Ron is also investigating the Adopt a Highway
plan for East and West Silver Lake Roads. This
would involve making a commitment for 2 years
with cleanup 3 times a year. More to Follow.
• Diane Seeloff has been investigating the removal
of muck from Silver Lake. She has spoken with
the DNR and also contacted the Clean Lake
Program for Midwestern States and Silver Lake
appears to meet the criteria to qualify for the program. Diane is asking for volunteers to join her
muck eradication committee in this endeavor.
• The board is concerned about the 40+acre Watson
Property for sale. Especially because of the weak
keyhole zoning in effect at this time. We have a
committee exploring options regarding the future
use of this property and its impact on Silver Lake.
• Election of board of directors for 2011/2012 was
held.

BOARD MEMBERS

SLIA BOARD OFFICERS

Russ Adams

947-5502

President

Jim Lievense

943-3757

Dick Bogard

943-4845

Vice President

Ron Clingaman

943-4976

Ron Grin*

943-0293

Secretary

Jeana Seidelman*

517-749-3895

Chuck Hathaway

943-3912

Treasurer

Barry Andrews

943-7005

Nancy Knight

943-9487

Maintaining water quality continues to be a challenge. Nancy has been involved in the above
challenges and more. She loves lake life and her
main concerns are water quality and lake preservation. As a board member she has helped to educate
many about not feeding waterfowl, swimmers’ itch,
phosphorous, and invasive species. She has also
been instrumental in the July 4th boat regatta.

*new

David Reed*

419-367-4742

Pam Riehl*

943-8341

Janet Wheeler

943-4443

In 1995, she married Wayne, a retired GM engineer. He established and maintains the SLIA web
site. They have also hosted many of the SLIA board
meetings.

Social

Nancy Knight

943-9487

Lake Monitoring
Exotic Weeds

Dave Reed

419-367-4742

Welcoming

Ron Clingaman

943-4976

Township Liaison

Vicki Bush

943-8533

Membership

Janet Wheeler

943-4443

Publicity

Pam Riehl

943-8341

Rules

Jim Lievense

943-3757

Fishing Issues

Ron Grin

943-0293

SLIA Web Site

Wayne Knight

943-9487

Muck Eradication

Diane Seeloff

616-481-2883

Nancy grew up on a farm east of Kingsley. After a
hot day of haying, her family would go to Arbutus
Lake for a cooling swim. She saw the cottages that
dotted the shoreline and dreamed of one day being
able to just rent one for a week when she grew
up. She considers herself very fortunate to have
exceeded her childhood dream by now owning a
beautiful home on beautiful Silver Lake.
Submitted by Vicki Bush

WHO DO YOU CALL?

*new

Life threatening or dangerous violations
911

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

www.silverlakeimprovement.com

Lake violations (Sheriff Marine Division)
(Boat MC number required)
922-4514
Launch site violations (local dispatch)
941-1011
DNR Traverse City Ofﬁce
922-5280
Lost and found (Jim Lievense)
943-3757
For more information
go to our web site:
www.silverlakeimprovement.com

REGATTA ENTHUSIASTS

Barsheff Family, “God Bless America”
4th Place Honorable Mention

Geskus Family, “American Pride – United States Marines
– Military Patriotic Honorable Mention

Clingaman Family, “Miss Liberty” – Patriotic

Womble Family, “4th Of July” – Patriotic

Classens/Hardy Families, “Detroit Sports” – All of them!

Meyer Family, “House Divided”
– Michigan State and U of M

Thirlby Family, “Just Enjoying the Occasion”

Breneman Family, “Water Launcher” – Watch Out!

Flynn Family, “We’re part of the Parade
and having fun!”

Ron & Nancy Grin, Gordy Sigrin,
“Smile for the Camera”

Dad and Sons, “Okay Guys, this is a Proper Salute”

Popp Family – Thank You
“Here come the Judges”

Fireworks Finale, “Okay, here she blows!”

Finale, “Glory to the Grand Old Flag”

THEN THERE
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Perhaps youWERE
are new toTHREE
the lake, perhaps you
have been away for awhile or maybe you just
decided to join us, whatever the reason, we
welcome our new SLIA members!
Nick & Molly Agostinelli
Scott & Nicole Blonshine
Paul & Darcy Britten
Norm & Peggy Campbell
Brian & Kelly Case
Carol Harrigan
Robert & Susan Isles
David & Judith Reed
Silver Shores Association
Shirley Wehre
Paul & Lisa Wiley
Jack & Cathy Wunderlich
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HELP!!!
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the Corps of Engineers, although not to the extremes
of 1974 and 1986. Silver Lake was a little high in the
spring that year, but drain down during the winter and
early spring months prevented a potential problem for
Silver Lake residents.
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An aquatic vegetation survey, by Professional Lake Management in early September 2007, identiﬁed three new areas
of EWM. Patches of EWM were found scattered along the stretches of shoreline described below The stretches are:

ENVIRONMENTAL

1.

The area off the Northwest and North shores of Campbell Island. That includes 302 to 338 Roman Dr. (roughly
1100 ft of shoreline).
Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM)
Phragmites
2. From 425 to 578 Brakel Point Dr (roughly 2500 ft of shoreline).
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Incubation time is about a month. They often carry their
chicks on their backs to avoid predators such as sea gulls,
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– 943-9487
allow
non-lake
frontKnight
lot owners
to have the ability
Township
Supervisor
andeat
Planning
Knight
– 943-9487
Webmaster
–
Wayne
to
cluster
numerous
docks
on
a
common lake front
Ron
Akers
to
express
our
concerns
about
the
lanLoon trivia: The loon is the state bird in Minnesota; and
Welcoming
new
residents
– Robb
Raetz – 943-4358
space.
We
are
asking
that
Blair
Township
consider
guage
of
the
current
township
ordinance,
which
Mercer,Wisconsin is the Loon Capital of the World!
Membership
–
Janet
Wheeler
–
943-4443
changing
its
current
ordinance
to
mirror
that
of
addresses
key
holing.
The
next
step
is
to
meet
with
Submitted by Cathy Kuhn
President
SLIA – Dickamong
Bogardothers.
– 943-4845
Long
Lake Township,
the planning commission. We are on the agenda
Submitted
by Vicki
for the September 21 meeting. We will make a case
If you would
ratherBush
email us our address is:
info@silverlakeimprovement.com

HELP!

LOON-IE TUNES

KEY HOLING UPDATE

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

And then came 2007 . . . .
Whether you recently acquired property
This drain works only as an emergency drain off when
on Silver Lake or just realized how valuable
the water cycles high, but does nothing when it is low
your membership is to our association, we
– which was the intention – it is doing it’s job! Read
would like to welcome our newest members:
back through this article and notice that the cycle has
hit high or low in mid-decade
for the last 40 years.
Karl & Jill Mikula
“We don’t reallyWayne
understand
it
all
- it will come back” as
& Carol Bancroft
the gentleman from the
Corps of Engineers said
JackArmy
Brautigam
when asked.
Norm & JoAnn Droste
Peter
To dispel ideas of
what&aNancy
normalBostwick
drain looks like with
Tom
&
Pat Hards
water ﬂowing out of it as most
of us perceive, let’s take
Jerry
& Jeannie
a look at the Silver
Lake
dam. OurMitchell
dam doesn’t look like
Jeff
&
Marylike
Ronayne
a normal dam, it looks more
a glass of water set in
a bowl
risingvisits
up out
theowners
water, itonis the
an “overlow”
We –make
to of
new
lake and
dam,
it
only
drains
when
the
water
rises
than
beginning this year we have startedhigher
presenting
the rim
of
the
glass
(drain).
The
drain
is
operated
them with a gift basket with all local items, a
with
a valve
which
is shut
off in May
or June when
the
copy
of our
latest
newsletter,
Michigan
boating
water temp
reaches
68
degrees.
THERE
HAS
BEEN
NO
rules and an application for membership.
WATER
DRAINED
OUTTHIS
YEAR, with
onlyis aaminimal
If you
are, or know
of someone
who
new
as the
amount
in the early
severala years,
resident
who spring
hasn’t for
received
visit, please
levels have
beenRon
receding
in their
fashion.
contact
Clingaman
atcyclical
943-4976
or
Janet
at old
943-4443.
This information
wasWheeler
taken from
SLIA minutes and
records and court documents. Submitted by Nancy Knight
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