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C H A I R M A N ’ S  C O V E
It has been a great summer on Silver Lake 
and most past problems and issues have been 
properly addressed. Having said that (and at 
the risk of sounding negative), a few issues do 
still exist. 

1.  The boat traffic on the lake has noticeably 
increased.  There have been many “close 
calls” with boats, kayaks, swimmers, skiers 
and tubers.  Let’s not wait for an unfortunate 
accident to occur. Let’s all be more aware, 
cautious and considerate in order to avoid 
injury or property damage.

2. There was a very poor turnout at the an-
nual meeting held August 6th. We need 
your attendance at the annual meeting.  We 
need your input on issue that can affect our 
lake. We need your continued interest and 
membership.  Because the “Milfoil” problem 
appears to be resolved is no reason to stay 
away. There are other issues to address. 

3.  We have tried for many years to have social 
events that will help us meet our Silver Lake 
neighbors.  Ron Grin (social committee) is 
making a great effort to hold some fun and 
entertaining events. Please try to attend if 
possible.  

To the snowbirds, have a warm winter in the 
south.  To those of us who stay on Silver Lake, 
stay warm any other way you choose.

Jim Lievense, Chairman

Disinfection Station  
at Launch Site
The SLIA board is looking into the possibility 
of putting a disinfection station (cleaning sta-
tion for boats) by drilling a well at the launch 
site.  Permit(s) need to be gotten as well as a 
plan for operation and maintenance.  We are 
checking on some funding from the State and 
are pursuing some other options as well.  We 
also need to have some way of making sure 
people who use the lake use the cleaning sta-
tion.  Many questions!!  But we are looking into 
it.  More info later.  If anyone wants to work on 
this project, please contact Larry Wesholski at 
SearcherTC@aol.com.  We need the input of all 
lake owners.1st Place – Knight Family & Friends, “Military Pride” 

with many actual Vet’s on board!
2nd Place – Bogard/Schell Families, “Navy Seals Team 6” 

with Bin Laden captured!

3rd Place – Weaver Family,  “Thank U Vets” 
with Grandpa Corneillus, WWII Marine Vet on board!

 

Stocking The Lake With 
Walleye 
The DNR has a program to stock our lake with 
30,000 walleye fingerlings every three years. 
The last stocking was in 2008 and those fish 
should now be in the 22”-24” range. 

Unfortunately, there has been a disease  
attacking walleye recently and the number  
of fingerlings to plant has been too low to do  
the stocking. The disease is now conquered 
and the stocking has resumed. 

Because several local lakes have gone longer 
than ours, Silver Lake will probably not be 
stocked this year as planned. We should get 
our next planting in 2012, or possibly not until 
2013. 

We checked on the possibility of paying a 
commercial vendor to plant fish for us, but  
the cost is prohibitive. In addition, the pres-
ence of zebra mussels in our lake hinders 
the ability of our game fish to grow to more 
acceptable quantities and sizes. The game fish 
need minnows to feed on, and the minnows 
need algae/plankton to feed on. The zebra 
mussels are more efficient eaters of the algae/
plankton, so the minnows die off and there  
are fewer for the game fish to eat. 

So we are waiting anxiously for  a “cure” for 
the zebra mussels that will allow our lake to 
produce more and better game fish for us to 
catch and enjoy.

Ron Clingaman

Stocking The Lake With 
Walleye 

REGATTA 2011 
Not as many boats this year,  but those who paraded had a great time!  Many creative themes – please 
take a minute to look at the pics with titles on 2nd page – quite amazing!  You may even see yourself!  
We even had a water launcher with an enthusiastic young man at the ready!  Some families didn’t 
decorate but joined for the ride and who knows, maybe they had more fun than anyone?  (If you want 
copies of your pic, e-mail me and I’ll send to you.)

Shoreline participation was incredible as usual!  With score cards and hooting and hollering – you 
expressed your pleasure.  Interesting to note that we have not had any military themes before to my 
knowledge and we had “4” this year, an indicator of continuing patriotism in this great country of ours.  
(See names & pics below)  It was quite emotional to see the people on shore who rose to salute when 
they passed by.  Especially touching was the father on his raft teaching his 2 young sons to salute and 
explaining why – great dad!

Special thanks to our parade marshals, Ron & Nancy Grin and Gordy Sigren, and to the judges – the 
Popp/McManus family – they consider this one of their summer highlights!

The evening was crowned with the 2nd annual fireworks display in Kreiser cove on the south end,  the 
Kreiser, Cole and Harrigan families put on a great show for the many boats who gathered at twilight to 
enjoy.  

... and now for a small amount of negativity and a plea for your response.  The number of boats 
parading down the last couple of years.  Many thoughts as to why?  Has the competition of being 
judged taken some of the fun out of it when you have to compete with extravaganzas?  Is the tim-
ing wrong or is it just more fun to stay home and watch?  We started an hour earlier, increased our 
prizes, etc.  We did get some feedback that people wanted a judge(s) on the south end as well, we’ll 
change that.  There was a little confusion about the patriotic theme criteria for which we apologize 
– get as creative as you can – we really just wanted at least a flag on your boat to commemorate the 
occasion.  We know it’s a long ride – a different launch site?  An evening parade with lights?   
We remember a year with nearly 40 boats and no judges, you either decorated or not – it was fun!  

SO ...I would very much appreciate e-mails with your thoughts and suggestions – this is “YOUR” lake 
and it is the BIGGEST yearly event we have!  waynelknght@aol.com or 943-9487.

Thanks to all who shared!  Nancy Knight,  Social Committee.

HERE COME THE VETS

Wooden Plaques with winner’s pictures designed  
by Chuck Hathaway,  were presented for 1st, 2nd,  

3rd place, as well as gift certificates from the  
Downtown Association for $75, $50, & $25.   

Silver Lake t-shirts & hats for those who completed  
the journey back to the launch site.

Fishing Contest Returns!
Mark your calendar for the 2012 
Children’s Fishing Contest!  It will 
be held on Sunday, June 10th (Which 
is also the FREE fishing weekend, 
no license required).  We have two 
new co-chairmen who will head this up.  They are 
Gordy Sigren and Dan Erickson.  More information 
will follow on the website and spring newsletter. 

Activities chairman, Ron Grin

Adopt a Highway
The SLIA is looking into the “Adopt A 
Highway” program.  We are pursuing the four mile 
stretch of East Silver Lake Road.  We will have more 
information in the next newsletter and on the 
website.  If you are interested in working on this 
committee, contact Ron Grin at 943-0293.

Adopt a Highway
The SLIA is looking into the “Adopt A Highway” program. We are pursuing the four mile
stretch of East Silver Lake Road. We will have more information in the next newsletter and on
the website. If you are interested in working on this committee, contact Ron Grin at 943-0293

Adopt a Highway
The SLIA is looking into the “Adopt A Highway” program. We are pursuing the four mile
stretch of East Silver Lake Road. We will have more information in the next newsletter and on
the website. If you are interested in working on this committee, contact Ron Grin at 943-0293



WHO DO YOU CALL?
Life threatening or dangerous violations 

911

Lake violations (Sheriff Marine Division) 
(Boat MC number required) 

922-4514

Launch site violations (local dispatch) 
941-1011

DNR Traverse City Office 
922-5280

Lost and found (Jim Lievense) 
943-3757

For more information  
go to our web site:  

www.silverlakeimprovement.com

BITS FROM THE PAST 

Nancy Knight’s family first joined the Silver Lake 
community in 1969.  Her three children were 
reared here.  Their activities, such as frog catching, 
fishing, swimming, skiing, ice skating, and boating 
were lake-centered.  Two of her children now own 
property on Silver Lake.

Through the years, Nancy became very active in the 
SLIA and has been its archivist since being elected 
to the board of directors in 1986.  Additionally, she 
probably knows more people around the lake than 
anyone.  As a result, she is in a unique position to 
share some history.

Nancy recalls from the archives that efforts first be-
gan in 1963 to form the SLIA.  It was incorporated 
in 1965.  The impetus for its creation was to seek a 
remedy to alleviate the low water levels, especially 
in the south end.  

Then the water began to rise in the late 1960’s and 
early 1970’s.  In 1974 they had a reverse problem 
from the 60’s, the water levels were so high, trees 
were dying on the shorelines and people were ex-
periencing flooded septic tanks and basements. The 
first effort of the SLIA to address this problem was 
to petition the county to maintain a certain lake 
level.  They thought there would be a study with 
recourse but discovered it was out of their hands.  
The county interpreted the petition to mean both 
draining lake water during high levels and pumping 
in ground water during low levels. 

An Adhoc committee of lake residents, of which 
Nancy was a part, went to court at that time to stop 
the measure due to the negative and expensive as-
pects of extracting huge amounts of ground water 
to maintain the level, which was not the original 
intent of the SLIA.  After this, the committee became 
involved in the SLIA to seek alternative measures.

As in the 60’s, the normal cyclical levels took over 
and the level went down.  In the mid 80’s, the levels 
started to rise again.  As the lake levels continued 
to rise, damaging both septic systems and build-
ings, the SLIA again went into action to address the 
continuing problem. There was an effort to locate 
a creek that allegedly was closed off during road 
construction.  There was some evidence that a 
creek once flowed into and out of Silver Lake, but 
not compelling enough to force the Department of 
Transportation to take responsibility.  So once again 
they went to court, this time to establish only a 
high water level and to install a drain to allow water 
to flow out when above the high water level that 
was set by the court.  

After petitions, public hearings, and court dates, the 
drain became a reality.  Although it has not been 
opened in several years, it remains a safeguard, if 
needed.  It cannot be opened unless water quality 
and temperature meet specified standards so that 
our water does not harm the fragile trout streams 
it would travel through before ending up in Lake 
Michigan.

Maintaining water quality continues to be a chal-
lenge.  Nancy has been involved in  the above 
challenges and more.  She loves lake life and her 
main concerns are water quality and lake preserva-
tion.  As a board member she has helped to educate 
many about not feeding waterfowl, swimmers’ itch, 
phosphorous, and invasive species.  She has also 
been instrumental in the July 4th boat regatta.

In 1995, she married Wayne, a retired GM engi-
neer.  He established and maintains the SLIA web 
site.  They have also hosted many of the SLIA board 
meetings.

Nancy grew up on a farm east of Kingsley.  After a 
hot day of haying, her family would go to Arbutus 
Lake for a cooling swim.  She saw the cottages that 
dotted the shoreline and dreamed of one day being 
able to just rent one for a week when she grew 
up.  She considers herself very fortunate to have 
exceeded her childhood dream by now owning a 
beautiful home on beautiful Silver Lake.

Submitted by Vicki Bush

BOARD MEMBERS
Russ Adams 947-5502 

Dick Bogard 943-4845

Ron Grin* 943-0293

Chuck Hathaway 943-3912

Nancy Knight 943-9487

David Reed* 419-367-4742

Pam Riehl* 943-8341   

Janet Wheeler 943-4443

*new

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Social Nancy Knight 943-9487

Lake Monitoring 
Exotic Weeds Dave Reed 419-367-4742

Welcoming Ron Clingaman 943-4976

Township Liaison Vicki Bush 943-8533

Membership Janet Wheeler 943-4443

Publicity Pam Riehl 943-8341

Rules Jim Lievense 943-3757

Fishing Issues Ron Grin 943-0293

SLIA Web Site Wayne Knight 943-9487

Muck Eradication Diane Seeloff 616-481-2883

www.silverlakeimprovement.com

SLIA BOARD OFFICERS
President    Jim Lievense     943-3757

Vice President Ron Clingaman 943-4976

Secretary Jeana Seidelman* 517-749-3895

Treasurer Barry Andrews 943-7005

*new

ANNUAL MEETING RECAP
The Silver Lake Improvement Association’s  (SLIA) 
Annual Meeting was held at Garfield Township 
Hall August 6, 2011.  The meeting began at 9:02 
with 46 in attendance compared to 61 in 2010.

President Jim Lievense welcomed everyone to 
the annual meeting and said that what the SLIA 
board had accomplished last year would be  
outlined in the committee reports.  He thanked 
everyone for their hard work.

A parade of reports followed, providing informa-
tion about the finances, fisheries,  environment, 
drain, township politics,  the website, communica-
tions, social activities and membership.              

Some highlights follow:

• A special presentation was given by Mike Solo-
mon of Lakeshore Environment (the company 
managing the control of invasive species in Silver 
Lake.)

• 30 acres of EWM were treated this year.   We have 
very little phragmites and we have a fair amount 
of native non-invasive milfoil which is good fish 
habitat.

• President Lievense spoke about  Larry  Wesholski  
who had volunteered as our fisheries chair last 
year and was full of plans for a contest for kids 
among other things.  Larry was killed in a car ac-
cident last fall and will be missed.  (See article by 
Ron Grin regarding next year’s contest.)

• The planting of walleye in Silver Lake could not 
be done this summer due to a disease “vhs” in the 
hatchery.  Because of this disease the DNR antici-
pates a 2012 or 2013 planting.

• Wayne Knight requested that anyone with items 
of interest for the website contact him at www.
silverlakeimprovement.com.

• Ron Clingaman has received great reception with 
the Silver Lake Welcoming Basket.   A new mem-
ber in the audience said it was definitely benefi-

cial.  Please contact Ron with any new property 
owners.

• Barry Andrews reported the lake level gauge at 
Roman Dr. was discovered to be inaccurate and 
has been replaced and corrected.  The lake has an 
additional 3.25” of water before the drain will be 
opened.  Barry built a ladder to climb down and 
read the gauge.....Thanks Barry!

• Membership is currently at 172 members with 
355 parcels, that is 48% of owners  being mem-
bers.  Long Lake Assn. impressed with our num-
bers.  Kudos for those who cared enough to join!

• Associate memberships  are  encouraged for those 
who use the lake but do not own lake  frontage.

• July 4th Boat Regatta once again entertaining with 
lots of viewers!  Winners announced with gift 
certificates and plaques awarded.

• Ron Grin is planning another Silver Lake Beach 
Bums Game next summer.  Hopefully we won’t 
get rained out in the 5th inning.

• Ron  is also investigating the Adopt a Highway 
plan for East and West Silver Lake Roads.  This 
would involve making a commitment for 2 years 
with cleanup 3 times a year.  More to Follow.

• Diane Seeloff has been investigating the removal 
of muck from Silver Lake.  She has spoken with 
the DNR and also contacted the Clean Lake 
Program for Midwestern States and Silver Lake 
appears to meet the criteria to qualify for the pro-
gram.  Diane is asking for volunteers to join her 
muck eradication committee in this endeavor.

• The board is concerned about the 40+acre Watson 
Property for sale.  Especially because of the weak 
keyhole zoning in effect at this time.  We have a 
committee exploring options regarding the future 
use of this property and its impact on Silver Lake.

• Election of board of directors for 2011/2012 was 
held.



REGATTA ENTHUSIASTS

Barsheff Family, “God Bless America”   
4th Place Honorable Mention

Geskus Family, “American Pride – United States Marines 
– Military Patriotic   Honorable Mention

Clingaman Family, “Miss Liberty” – Patriotic

Womble Family, “4th Of July” – Patriotic Classens/Hardy Families, “Detroit Sports” – All of them! Meyer Family, “House Divided”  
– Michigan State and U of M

Thirlby Family, “Just Enjoying the Occasion” Breneman Family, “Water Launcher”  – Watch Out! Flynn Family, “We’re part of the Parade  
and having fun!”

Ron & Nancy Grin, Gordy Sigrin,  
“Smile for the Camera”

Dad and Sons, “Okay Guys, this is a Proper Salute” Popp Family – Thank You
“Here come the Judges”

Fireworks Finale, “Okay, here she blows!” Finale, “Glory to the Grand Old Flag”



Do you rent your home to others on a MONTH-
LY basis?  If so, the SLIA would like to provide 
your tenants with the Handbook of Michigan 
Boating Laws and Responsibilities, our newslet-
ters and other mailings to make them aware of 
happenings on the lake, environmental issues 
and information on how to protect the future of 
our lake. Your tenants are also invited to become 
associate members of the SLIA. Membership cost 
is the same, but only property owners can vote 
on issues.

Do you rent your home to others on a WEEKLY 
basis?  If so, we would like to provide you with 
copies of the Handbook of Michigan Boating 
Laws and Responsibilities as well as suggestions 
regarding how to protect themselves and enjoy 

their vacation on Silver Lake. Many times folks 
rent for a week or so and have no idea what the 
boating laws are or what is safe behavior. We see 
people skiing and tubing without “spotters”,  
going around the lake in the wrong direction 
and swimming across the lake unprotected by  
a companion boat. Help keep our lake free of  
accidents resulting in serious injury or worse! 

Please contact one of the following board 
members and they will be happy to deliver the 
materials to you:

Barry Andrews 943-7005 tcbandrews@gmail.com

Chuck Hathaway 943-3912 cnhath@charter.net 

Ron Clingaman 943-4976 rclingaman@charter.net

PO BOX 2133  •  TRAVERSE CITY, MI 49685-2133
        www. s i l ve r l ake improvement . com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Perhaps you are new to the lake, perhaps you 
have been away for awhile or maybe you just 
decided to join us, whatever the reason, we 

welcome our new SLIA members!
Nick & Molly Agostinelli

Scott & Nicole Blonshine
Paul & Darcy Britten

Norm & Peggy Campbell
Brian & Kelly Case

Carol Harrigan
Robert & Susan Isles
David & Judith Reed

Silver Shores Association
Shirley Wehre

Paul & Lisa Wiley
Jack & Cathy Wunderlich

EURASIAN WATER MILFOIL UPDATE - 9/2007
This past spring, Chuck Hathaway found a second patch of Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) in the northwest corner of 
the lake, offshore from 1412 N. West Silver Lake Rd.  The new patch and the original infestation near the boat launch 
were treated with herbicides in early July.  We were particularly concerned about the new patch because it was in a 
fairly shallow, heavily trafficked area of the lake.  As the EWM grew to the surface it would be chopped up by passing 
boat props.  Each fragment of the plant has the ability to establish new growth so there was a likelihood of rapid 
spread if we didn’t act quickly.

We scrambled to get the new patch treated quickly.  We had to hire a contractor to apply the herbicide.  The 
Michigan Department Environmental Quality permit had to be amended. We had to get funding (thanks again 
to Garfield Township for funding the additional treatment) and we had to get written permission from property 
owners.

Getting written permission from property owners proved the most difficult task.  We opted to get the required 
signatures from several owners either side of the patch in case the EWM infestation was more extensive than 
expected. The Burritts personally collected the signatures from the property owners within the known area.  
Mediocre response was received from mailings to others nearby (thanks to those who did respond).  If the 
infestation had been more wide spread we wouldn’t have been able to treat all of it.

As a consequence, and because we don’t know where EWM will pop up next, we decided to get permission from 
every property owner on the lake so we would to be ready to act quickly when the next patch of EWM appears.  
Permission slips were mailed to every property owner and  brought in roughly 100 signatures.  At this writing we 
have signed permission from 132 of the roughly 350 required.

An aquatic vegetation survey, by Professional Lake Management in early September 2007,  identified three new areas 
of EWM.  Patches of EWM were found scattered along the stretches of shoreline described below The stretches are:

1. The area off the Northwest and  North shores of Campbell Island.  That includes 302 to 338 Roman Dr. (roughly 
1100 ft of shoreline).

2. From 425 to 578 Brakel Point Dr (roughly 2500 ft of shoreline).
3. From 5284 Van Petten Dr. north including 391 S. West Silver Lake Rd. to 100 N West Silver Lake Rd. (roughly 

5000 ft of shoreline).

The vegetation surveys aren’t perfect and precise, therefore, EWM may exist beyond the areas described.

H E L P !
Your written permission is required by law before Eurasian Watermilfoil can be treated on your bottomlands.  Please 
fill out and return the permission form mailed with this newsletter if you have not already done so.

No one can predict where Eurasian Watermilfoil will pop up next so we need permission from everyone on the lake. 
We urge you to encourage your neighbors to return a form as well. If their bottomlands are not treated you will suffer 
the consequences too. A form is also available on the new website (silverlakeimprovement.com).    Any questions call 
Chuck Hathaway 943-3912 or Russ Adams at 947-5502.

H AV E  A  Q U E S T I O N ?  C A L L :
Publicity, newsletter – Pat Adams – 947-5502 
Lake Monitoring – Russ Adams – 947-5502 
Exotic Weeds – Russ Adams -  947-5502
Fishing Issues – Kevin Gagnon – 943-5226 
Township Liaison -  Peter Haddix – 943-8825 
Drain Liaison – Bill Helke – 943-4779  
Historian – Nancy Knight – 943-9487 
Webmaster – Wayne Knight – 943-9487  
Welcoming new residents – Robb Raetz – 943-4358  
Membership – Janet Wheeler – 943-4443  
President SLIA – Dick Bogard – 943-4845

If you would rather email us our address is:
info@silverlakeimprovement.com 

H AV E  A  Q U E S T I O N ?  C A L L :

 RUMORS – RUMORS – RUMORS
“The reason the lake levels are so low is because 
they are draining all of the water out of Silver 
Lake through that *$#%* dam”

Folks, we want to reassure you that these rumors are 
entirely unfounded but easily believable when indeed 
the water levels are down – so we’d like to share a few 
facts and some history with you.

If you watched TV7&4 recently, they had a special 
interview with the Army Corps of Engineers because 
of  public concern that the  Great Lakes are down, 
especially Lake Superior – they also cited area lakes 
and the bay with pictures of the beach at Old Mission.  
The Corps’ answer was that levels are largely cyclical 
with some influence of drought, hot summers and light 
winters.

Now to Silver Lake – the SLIA was formed in 1965 
because the levels were at an all time low in this 
century (much worse than now).  They petitioned the 
county to divert water from Bass Lake to raise the levels.  
After 3 years in red tape and petitions,  by ‘68/69 the 
levels were rising so the effort died. 

In 1974  the levels were extremely high, people were 
flooded, sandbagged and trees died all along the 
shoreline.  Again the county was petitioned to establish 
a level – this time it was contested because it would 
require pumping groundwater back into the lake if the 
level went down and would have been an ongoing high 
cost to riparians, so this effort also died and the waters  
receded.  

In 1986 the levels were higher than 1974 -  more 
sandbags -  add pumps, flooded septics and some 
evacuation of homes.  This time a more educated plan 
was presented to the county – set only a high water 
level and only an overflow dam.  This was accomplished 
in early  1987. The cost was shared fairly and the 
maintenance has been manageable.  

In 1993 the levels were again high in the great lakes 
and other lakes according to the representative of 
the Corps of Engineers, although not to the extremes 
of 1974 and 1986.  Silver Lake was a little high in the 
spring that year, but drain down during the winter and 
early spring months prevented a potential problem for 
Silver Lake residents.

And then came  2007 . . . .
This drain works only as an emergency drain off when 
the water cycles high, but does nothing when it is low 
– which was the intention – it is doing it’s job!  Read 
back through this article and notice that the cycle has 
hit  high or low  in mid-decade for the last 40 years.   
“We don’t really understand it all - it will come back”  as 
the gentleman from the Army Corps of Engineers said 
when asked.

To dispel ideas of what a normal drain looks like with 
water flowing out of it as most of us perceive,  let’s take 
a look at the Silver Lake dam. Our dam doesn’t look like 
a normal dam, it looks more like a glass of water set in 
a bowl – rising up out of the water,  it is an “overlow” 
dam, it only drains when the water rises higher than 
the rim of the glass (drain).   The drain is operated 
with a valve which is shut off in May or June when the 
water temp reaches 68 degrees.  THERE HAS BEEN NO 
WATER DRAINED OUTTHIS YEAR, with only a minimal  
amount in the early spring for several  years,  as the 
levels have  been receding in their cyclical fashion.

This information was taken from old SLIA minutes and 
records and court documents. Submitted by Nancy Knight

LOON-IE TUNES
LOON-IE TUNES, which actually sound more like a yodel, combined with the “penguin dance” are loon’s way of 
chasing away other birds, water craft and silly people.  (The “penguin dance” is when they splash with their wings 
and kick their feet so they’re walking on water.)   My son was out swimming and not aware of the loons nearby,  
when Daddy loon started in on him.  My son decided to yodel back and flap his arms - it was quite a hilarious show.

Loons lay 1 - 2 eggs in June on island type areas near water.  
Incubation time is about a month.  They often carry their 
chicks on their backs to avoid predators such as sea gulls, 
eagles, crows and turtles.  They are also very territorial.  The 
loon family you see at the north end of the lake is a different 
one than you see  further down by Brakel Point.

Besides being fun to watch, like when mommy loon is 
teaching chick to dive, they eat leeches!

Loon trivia:  The loon is the state bird in Minnesota;  and 
Mercer, Wisconsin is the Loon Capital of the World!
Submitted by Cathy Kuhn

DO YOU RENT OUT YOUR SILVER LAKE HOME?
WE WOULD LIKE TO HELP YOU PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT

THEN THERE  
WERE THREE

An exciting thing happened on  
Silver Lake this year!!
I’ve been associated with Silver Lake, first as 
a small child and now as the owner of the 
same property I used to visit.  What a blessing!  
The one thing I’ve always enjoyed is when all 
one could  hear, on a quiet night, is the gentle 
splashing of waves against the shore.  

But wait!!  Have you heard the loons?  I would 
imagine, except for a few light sleepers, most 
enjoy the loon’s song as I do. In the sixty plus 
years I’ve been a part of Silver Lake, it’s only 
been the last few years I’ve seen and heard the 
loons.  

In the beginning I only remember one.  In the 
last few years, I’ve seen two.  That’s the way I 
saw it this year; there were two. Did you see 
what happened?  Many of you may have had 
the priviledge, as we did at the north end of the 
lake, of watching two proud parents feeding 
their single baby loon. 

I’ve always enjoyed watching the loons disap-
pear under the surface of the lake and then, a 
short time later, popping back up; but this year 
it was especially nice watching them dive, pop 
back up and swim over to feed their baby.  

I hope this becomes part of a cycle that contin-
ues – Except maybe for the well being of those 
light sleepers.

Submitted by Andrew Fowler

Picture by Trudy Fowler

WELCOME NEW MEMBERSWELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Whether you recently acquired property  
on Silver Lake or just realized how valuable  
your membership is to our association, we  

would like to welcome our newest members:

Karl & Jill Mikula 
Wayne & Carol Bancroft 

Jack Brautigam 
Norm & JoAnn Droste 

Peter & Nancy Bostwick 
Tom & Pat Hards 

Jerry & Jeannie Mitchell 
Jeff & Mary Ronayne

We make visits to new owners on the lake and  
beginning this year we have started presenting 

them with a gift basket with all local items, a  
copy of our latest newsletter, Michigan boating 

rules and an application for membership.   
If you are, or know of someone who is a new  

resident who hasn’t received a visit, please  
contact Ron Clingaman at 943-4976 or  

Janet Wheeler at 943-4443.

ENVIRONMENTAL
Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM) 
30 acres were treated this year, about the same as 
2009, but a lot more than last year.   Not sure why, 
but suspect a  more thorough survey may be part  
of the reason.  Total cost this year for treatment  
is expected to be $13,100 (includes an $800  
MDNR permit fee).  Lakeshore Environmental, the 
consultant hired to manage the lake will charge  
us $6800.  Total EWM control expense  for 2011  
will be $19,900. Annual revenues generated by  
the Blair and Garfield Special Assessment Districts  
is approximately $24000.

Purple Loosestrife 
Barry Andrews found purple loosestrife along Ro-
man Drive.  Biological control beetles were pur-
chased and placed on the purple loosestrife.  It 
may take several years to establish and control the 
problem  (This  was the experience with beetles 
at the north end of the pond north of Silver Lake 
a few years ago). Cost for the beetles and shipping 
amounted to  $285 which was paid by the Invasives  
Special Assessment Districts.

Phragmites 
The local Conservation district found 1 acre or so 
of Phragmites straddling the north boundary of the 
Garfield Township Park next to the pond. The Dis-
trict asked  our applicator to amend the Silver Lake 
permit to include the phragmites.  DNR insisted on 
a new permit which means treatment will have to 
wait until next year and be more expensive. The 
conservation district has  grant funds to pay for  
the treatment.  It’s good news the Phragmites are  
being taken care of,  because it has potential for 
reaching Silver Lake.

Water Quality Testing 
The county Drain Commission has decided not to 
do water quality testing unless water is released 
through the drain structure. The SLIA Board feels 
ongoing testing important to maintain a baseline 
and detect trends that might indicate water quality 
deterioration.  SLIA has contracted  with Lakeshore 
Environmental to do testing at two locations twice  
a year.  The $1000 annual cost will be paid with  
SLIA funds.

Jim Lievense, President of the SLIA, and Vicki Bush, 
Township Liaison, have met with Pat Pahl, Blair 
Township Supervisor and Planning Commissioner 
Ron Akers to express our concerns about the lan-
guage of the current township ordinance, which 
addresses key holing.  The next step is to meet with 
the planning commission.  We are on the agenda 
for the September 21 meeting.  We will make a case 

for a change in the township ordinance to protect 
Silver Lake from further development that would 
allow non-lake front lot owners to have the ability 
to cluster numerous docks on a common lake front 
space.  We are asking that Blair Township consider 
changing its current ordinance to mirror that of 
Long Lake Township, among others.
Submitted by Vicki Bush

KEY HOLING UPDATE

HELP!!!
Our web master need a computer geek  
who loves the challenge of keeping a  
website current.  If interested contact 
waynelknght@aol.com.


