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C H A I R M A N ’ S  C O V E
I think the two words that best describe this 
summer are hot and sunny.  This truly was a 
wonderful year to be on the lake.  Personally, 
some more rain would have been nice. 

There have been many wonderful events 
that have happened this year.  We have had a 
youth fishing tournament, a Silver Lake night 
at the Traverse City Beach Bums, a mixed golf 
scramble, wonderful fireworks around the lake 
on the fourth of July, and of course the 2012 
Regatta.  Silver Lake residents are now doing 
the road clean up on the four mile stretch of 
East Silver Lake Road three times a year.  All 
who participated in these different events had 
a wonderful time.  If you were not a participant 
this year, hopefully you can join us next year.

1. A special thank you to Jim Lievense for all 
the years he has presided as president of the 
SLIA Board.  His shoes will be hard to fill.  
Luckily, we have a great board of directors 
who will keep me in line as I take over the 
responsibilities as president.

2. Thank you to everyone who attended the 
annual meeting this year.  The input we re-
ceived from the residents of the lake means 
so much to the board and helps give us 
direction for the coming years(s).

3. Thank you to all members and associate 
members for your support.  The board would 
not be able to function without it.  If you  
are not a current member, please consider 
joining.  It would be greatly appreciated.

4. Thank you to all of the committee members 
and chairpersons for your hard work.  Your 
dedication to insuring that our lake remains 
as beautiful and safe as it is wonderful.

I would ask a favor of all of you, whether you 
are snowbirds or year round residents.  Starting 
on November 1st, start doing the Heikki Lunta 
snow dance (guess you can tell that I’m a  
Yooper).  We can use a winter with lots of 
snow.  The lake will thank you and so will I as  
I am a skiier.

Have a wonderful winter.  We will see you next 
summer.

B. Scot Ogden,  President

Disinfection Station  
at Launch Site
The SLIA board is looking into the possibility 
of putting a disinfection station (cleaning sta-
tion for boats) by drilling a well at the launch 
site.  Permit(s) need to be gotten as well as a 
plan for operation and maintenance.  We are 
checking on some funding from the State and 
are pursuing some other options as well.  We 
also need to have some way of making sure 
people who use the lake use the cleaning sta-
tion.  Many questions!!  But we are looking into 
it.  More info later.  If anyone wants to work on 
this project, please contact Larry Wesholski at 
SearcherTC@aol.com.  We need the input of all 
lake owners.

Boat Launch Problems  
There is a great deal of concern about the dif-
ficulty of getting boats out of the lake for the 
winter. You have no doubt noticed the letter 
addressing this issue which is inserted in this 
publication. The letter does a good job of 
explaining the problem. We ask that you take 
the time to sign and mail it now. Hopefully a 
mass mailing will draw enough attention to our 
situation to get a response quickly.

Submitted by SLIA

Boat Launch Problems 

ALL ABOUT  MUCK! 
Muck Kits
We are still working on investigating  methods of eradicating muck in Silver Lake.  I am a member of 
Holiday Park Campground, so I am on the lake seasonally.  I will continue to collect “muck kits” and 
record the results even after I leave in the fall. Committee members Dave and Lynn Crewes, will keep 
up the “participation map”.  We hope to have enough information to complete our “muck map” of 
Silver Lake by the end of next year.  This important information will accompany our request for funding 
through the Environmental Protection Agency.  Please send your muck information to me at:

Email: dseeloff@gmail.com

Summer Address: (Memorial Day – Late Sept/2012) Winter Address: (October/2012 – Early May/2013)

Diane Seeloff, site 68, Holiday Park Campgrounds Diane Seeloff

4860 U. S. 31, South, Traverse City, Michigan 49685    916 Northpointe Drive, SW, Byron Center, Michigan  49315

                

Muck Video
The muck video is completed. This is another visual aid to send to the EPA. A big THANK YOU to all of the residents 
who participated. Your stories and experiences added the personal touch our video needed. The Muck Eradication 
committee would also like to thank Tom Brady,  
our seaplane pilot, who allowed our filmmakers 
to take some beautiful aerial shots of our lake 
which added so much to this video presentation.  
Thanks to Clark Bunting for his part in all of this.  
Clark arranged for our 3 budding filmmakers from 
MSU to make the film, hosted them while they  
were here, as well as offering his expertise before, 
during and after its production. Last but not least,  
thanks to our filmmakers Colin Marshall, Kirk  
Mason and Jeff Makarauskas for a job well done!  

Submitted by Diane Seeloff       

Fisheries Report
Silver Lake is number one on the DNR list for wall-
eye planting for Spring of 2013.  The plan is for a  
planting of 30, 000 walleye.  According to heather 
Hetlinger, Fisheries Management Biologist of the 
Traverse City field office.  The survival rate of the 
planting is 1-5%.  Her estimate for Silver Lake is a 
2-3% survival rate.  When planted the fingerlings 
are about 2 inches.  After one year they will have 
grown to be 7 to 9 inches.  After two years they 
will be approximately 13-15 inches long. 

Silver Lake is scheduled for planting every three 
years.  The last netting by the DNR was in 2007.  
The result was netting of a few pike, many bluegill 
– the largest being 9 inches – many Punkinseed, 
large mouth and small mouth bass.  The largest 
netting was o frock bass with the largest at 19 
inches!  

Results of fishing on Silver Lake is said to be that 
some walleye are being caught while fishing of 
bluegill and other pan fish has been very good. 
So get out there and enjoy the fishing!

Submitted by Dick Bogard

Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM)
This year the total area of the lake that was treated 
for EWM was 12 acres.  This is down to about one 
third of the area that we had when the residents 
of the lake decided to take a proactive position to 
fight the invasion of this very aggressive lake weed 
in Silver Lake.  I have kayaked on lakes where this 
weed had gotten a foothold and saw the weed take 
over a majority of the lake in a short period of time 
when no treatment program was implemented.  Ev-
eryone on the lake should be proud of the action 

you have taken to eradicate this weed.  Scientists 
from Lakeshore Environmental, Inc. will continue 
to monitor the lake for EMW and other exotic spe-
cies that may invade and also monitor changes in 
the native aquatic vegetation communities.

Silver Lake Native Aquatic 
Plant Species
The native aquatic vegetation present in Silver 
Lake is essential for the overall health of the lake 
and the support of the lake fishery.  There are a 
total of 19 native aquatic plant species in Silver 
Lake.  These include 14 submersed species, 3 float-
ing-leaved species, and 2 emergent species.  This 
indicates a high biodiversity of aquatic vegetation 
in the Lake.  The native aquatic plant population 
has increased some during the past year.  This is 
because the elimination of dense EWM beds al-
lows for more light and space for more favorable 
native aquatic plants to grow.

Silver Lake 2011-2012 Water 
Quality Results
The water quality of Silver Lake is affected by both 
land use practices and climate events.  Climatic 
factors (i.e. spring runoff, heavy rainfall) may 
alter water quality in the short term; whereas, 
man-induced factors (i.e. shoreline development, 
lawn fertilizer use) alter water quality over longer 
periods of time.  Lakeshore Environmental has run 
the water quality testing on our lake water check-
ing several different variables and are very pleased 
with the results of these tests.  They will continue 
to monitor the water quality and keep us informed 
if any changes occur.

Previous articles submitted by B. Scot Ogden





Weaver Family – “Life’s a Beach”

Flynn Family #2 – “Pulling Together”

Hull/Palko – “Barge of Beautiful Babes”

Kleinrichert Family – “Christmas in July”

Geskus Family – “U.S.S. Between Naps”

Thirlby Family – “It’s a Family Thing”

Sea Hunt Family – “Joining Together” Blood Family – “4th of July” Brock Family – “Rocket Launcher”

Four Winns Family – “Just Having Fun”

Flynn Family – “Playbuoy”

Crewes Family & Friends Laubach Family & Friends

The competition from  
the shoreline is fierce –  
perhaps we’re missing  

a “Judging Event”!

SHORELINE PARTICIPATION IS THE GREATEST!

REGATTA ENTHUSIASTS ON PARADE

THE JUDGES, A DIFFICULT 
JOB – “BUT SOMEONE  

HAS TO DO IT!”
***We’re sorry we don’t have pictures  

of the Testor Family & Holiday Park Group  
who also did a GREAT Job!

Thank you all!!



BITS FROM THE PAST 

Hello, friends of Silver Lake and the surrounding area.  
I am Floyd Kevwitch and I live on East Silver Lake 
Road, on a centennial farm that has been in my family 
since 1886.  Our farmland borders Silver Lake.  I am 
85 years old and am still farming, though just a little 
slower.  My wife, Gladys, and I are cattle farmers.

My grandparents and their three children came 
to America in 1883 from East Prussia on the ship 
Polaria.  After spending three years in New York, they 
settled here in 1886.  The Protrafka (now spelled 
Petroskey) family, friends from the home country 
who also traveled to America at the same time, on 
the same ship, contacted them about the homestead-
ing property that is now our family farm.  The prop-
erty was all trees and had to be cleared.  The only 
building was a two-room shack that sat on stumps.

It was quite a challenge to clear all the big trees, us-
ing only horses and dynamite.  My grandparents dug 
a basement with thick fieldstone walls and enlarged 
the house to make room for 4 additional children.  
Then they built a barn.  The cattle were watered in 
Silver Lake.

I remember my grandfather’s death.  My father, 
Adolph, took over the farm in 1933 during the Great 
Depression.  We sold cream and eggs and dad fished 
in Silver Lake, mainly during the winter.  Dad also 
worked building U.S. 31, shoveling gravel into wagons 
for a wage of $1 per day.  He continued the farming 
until he was killed in a car accident in 1946.

I was born here on the farm in 1927.  I attended 
Rennie School and then Traverse City Central High 
School.  During high school, a teacher had the task 
of driving a station wagon to pick up six of us and 
drive us into town for school.  Then, during WWII, 
we had a bus.  After graduation, I worked at the Ford 
garage on Front Street and I helped mom run the 
farm.  I drove a ’39 Ford.  A friend who did not have 
a car wanted to date a girl from Buckley.  Since I was 
the needed driver, his date arranged a blind date for 
me so we could double.  That blind date, Gladys, and 
I were married in 1948 and are the proud parents of 
4 children who have produced 9 grandchildren who 
have added 6.5 great-grandchildren. 

All of them have played in, on, and around the lake.  
Silver Lake has been the center of lots of their fun.  
All of our children have stayed in the local area.

I took over the farm to help my mother after my 
dad died.  My brother Al helped when he could.  
After 6 years of marriage and in spite of being a 
farmer, the local draft board saw fit to call me to 
duty for 2 years in 1954.  I was a munitions special-
ist and stayed state side.

Our first of 4 children was born in 1955.  My wife, 
Gladys, worked at Munson from 1948-1958 where 
she ran the linen department.  Her pay was 50 cents 
per hour.  After the second baby, she quit to stay 
home with her family.

To supplement the farm income, I also worked at 
Cone Drive Gear for 32 years and did carpentry 
work.  I worked with Will Wiltse, an apprentice of 
Frank Lloyd Wright, on the Silver Lake Inn.  Now I 
am waiting for my new group of cattle to arrive.  I 
continue to farm.

Many things have changed in my time—new neigh-
bors and saying good-bye to dear friends.  Time has 
a way of passing too fast.  We should spend more 
time at the lake.  It is so good to be born in this 
beautiful area.

Thanks for keeping the lake so beautiful,  
Floyd and Gladys Kevwitch

Submitted by Vicki Bush

WHO DO YOU CALL?

SLIA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Scot Ogden 517-749-3895 President, Environmental

Dick Bogard 231-943-4845 Vice President, Fisheries

Jeana Seidelman 517-812-5259 Secretary

Barry Andrews 231-943-7005 Treasurer, Membership, Drain Liaison

Vicki Bush 231-943-8533 Bits From Past, Township Liaison

Chuck Hathaway 231-943-3912 Social, Regatta

Ron Grin 231-943-0293 Social, Adopt-A-Hwy

Janet Wheeler 231-943-4443 Publicity, Nominating

Nancy Knight 231-943-9487 Social, Regatta, Nominating

Mike Kaufman 517-775-2456 Committee Choice TBD

Randy Williams 231-995-8030 Committee Choice TBD

David Reed 491-367-4742 Environmental

Wayne Knight 231-943-9487 Committee Member, Website

Diane Seelof 616-481-2883 Committee Member, Muck Investigation

** Feel free to contact any board member by phone, or through website,  
www.silverlakeimprovement.com

WHAT CAN AND CAN’T THE SLIA BOARD DO?
Our mission is to protect the future of Silver Lake. 
This involves working to control anything that 
threatens the lake such as invasive species or getting 
a drain system in place when the lake water was so 
high it flooded homes and septic systems. Our goal 
is to educate everyone on how best to protect and 
enjoy Silver Lake.  The primary purpose of our news-
letter is to educate, but we also use it to inspire a 
sense of community through events such as the July 

Regatta, Beach Bum games and the fishing weekend 
for kids.

We do not have any authority to “police” the lake. 
So, we are not able to enforce boating laws, fire-
works at any hour of the day or night, or neighbor’s 
loud parties and barking dogs. (Check out the “Who 
Do You Call” article) 

Submitted by Janet Wheeler

WHY EMAIL ADDRESS REQUEST?
The SLIA is requesting email addresses for every-
one who receives this newsletter, whether you are 
a member of the association or not.  We WILL NOT 
SHARE THIS INFORMATION!!! Everything will be 
sent “blind copy” so even others on the email list 
won’t be able to see your address.  The purpose of 
collecting these addresses is to make it possible for 
us to email various items of interest to all lake resi-
dents. Such as: 

• Notifying residents when the lake is treated for 
invasive species as well as when it will be safe  
to swim after the treatment.

• If and where there is an outbreak of swimmer’s 
itch.

• Reminders of Silver Lake events such as; Annual 
meeting, Fishing events, Silver Lake night at the 
Beach Bums and Roadside cleanup.  

Your 2012 SLIA membership form has a line for you 
to fill in your email address, please use it when pay-
ing your dues, or even if you aren’t joining the asso-
ciation.  You can also send this information through 
our web site. www.silverlakeimprovement.com

Submitted by Janet Wheeler

PO BOX 2133  •  TRAVERSE CITY, MI 49685-2133
        www. s i l ve r l ake improvement . com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Perhaps you are new to the lake, perhaps you 
have been away for awhile or maybe you just 
decided to join us, whatever the reason, we 

welcome our new SLIA members!
Nick & Molly Agostinelli

Scott & Nicole Blonshine
Paul & Darcy Britten

Norm & Peggy Campbell
Brian & Kelly Case

Carol Harrigan
Robert & Susan Isles
David & Judith Reed

Silver Shores Association
Shirley Wehre

Paul & Lisa Wiley
Jack & Cathy Wunderlich

EURASIAN WATER MILFOIL UPDATE - 9/2007
This past spring, Chuck Hathaway found a second patch of Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) in the northwest corner of 
the lake, offshore from 1412 N. West Silver Lake Rd.  The new patch and the original infestation near the boat launch 
were treated with herbicides in early July.  We were particularly concerned about the new patch because it was in a 
fairly shallow, heavily trafficked area of the lake.  As the EWM grew to the surface it would be chopped up by passing 
boat props.  Each fragment of the plant has the ability to establish new growth so there was a likelihood of rapid 
spread if we didn’t act quickly.

We scrambled to get the new patch treated quickly.  We had to hire a contractor to apply the herbicide.  The 
Michigan Department Environmental Quality permit had to be amended. We had to get funding (thanks again 
to Garfield Township for funding the additional treatment) and we had to get written permission from property 
owners.

Getting written permission from property owners proved the most difficult task.  We opted to get the required 
signatures from several owners either side of the patch in case the EWM infestation was more extensive than 
expected. The Burritts personally collected the signatures from the property owners within the known area.  
Mediocre response was received from mailings to others nearby (thanks to those who did respond).  If the 
infestation had been more wide spread we wouldn’t have been able to treat all of it.

As a consequence, and because we don’t know where EWM will pop up next, we decided to get permission from 
every property owner on the lake so we would to be ready to act quickly when the next patch of EWM appears.  
Permission slips were mailed to every property owner and  brought in roughly 100 signatures.  At this writing we 
have signed permission from 132 of the roughly 350 required.

An aquatic vegetation survey, by Professional Lake Management in early September 2007,  identified three new areas 
of EWM.  Patches of EWM were found scattered along the stretches of shoreline described below The stretches are:

1. The area off the Northwest and  North shores of Campbell Island.  That includes 302 to 338 Roman Dr. (roughly 
1100 ft of shoreline).

2. From 425 to 578 Brakel Point Dr (roughly 2500 ft of shoreline).
3. From 5284 Van Petten Dr. north including 391 S. West Silver Lake Rd. to 100 N West Silver Lake Rd. (roughly 

5000 ft of shoreline).

The vegetation surveys aren’t perfect and precise, therefore, EWM may exist beyond the areas described.

H E L P !
Your written permission is required by law before Eurasian Watermilfoil can be treated on your bottomlands.  Please 
fill out and return the permission form mailed with this newsletter if you have not already done so.

No one can predict where Eurasian Watermilfoil will pop up next so we need permission from everyone on the lake. 
We urge you to encourage your neighbors to return a form as well. If their bottomlands are not treated you will suffer 
the consequences too. A form is also available on the new website (silverlakeimprovement.com).    Any questions call 
Chuck Hathaway 943-3912 or Russ Adams at 947-5502.

H AV E  A  Q U E S T I O N ?  C A L L :
Publicity, newsletter – Pat Adams – 947-5502 
Lake Monitoring – Russ Adams – 947-5502 
Exotic Weeds – Russ Adams -  947-5502
Fishing Issues – Kevin Gagnon – 943-5226 
Township Liaison -  Peter Haddix – 943-8825 
Drain Liaison – Bill Helke – 943-4779  
Historian – Nancy Knight – 943-9487 
Webmaster – Wayne Knight – 943-9487  
Welcoming new residents – Robb Raetz – 943-4358  
Membership – Janet Wheeler – 943-4443  
President SLIA – Dick Bogard – 943-4845

If you would rather email us our address is:
info@silverlakeimprovement.com 

H AV E  A  Q U E S T I O N ?  C A L L :

 RUMORS – RUMORS – RUMORS
“The reason the lake levels are so low is because 
they are draining all of the water out of Silver 
Lake through that *$#%* dam”

Folks, we want to reassure you that these rumors are 
entirely unfounded but easily believable when indeed 
the water levels are down – so we’d like to share a few 
facts and some history with you.

If you watched TV7&4 recently, they had a special 
interview with the Army Corps of Engineers because 
of  public concern that the  Great Lakes are down, 
especially Lake Superior – they also cited area lakes 
and the bay with pictures of the beach at Old Mission.  
The Corps’ answer was that levels are largely cyclical 
with some influence of drought, hot summers and light 
winters.

Now to Silver Lake – the SLIA was formed in 1965 
because the levels were at an all time low in this 
century (much worse than now).  They petitioned the 
county to divert water from Bass Lake to raise the levels.  
After 3 years in red tape and petitions,  by ‘68/69 the 
levels were rising so the effort died. 

In 1974  the levels were extremely high, people were 
flooded, sandbagged and trees died all along the 
shoreline.  Again the county was petitioned to establish 
a level – this time it was contested because it would 
require pumping groundwater back into the lake if the 
level went down and would have been an ongoing high 
cost to riparians, so this effort also died and the waters  
receded.  

In 1986 the levels were higher than 1974 -  more 
sandbags -  add pumps, flooded septics and some 
evacuation of homes.  This time a more educated plan 
was presented to the county – set only a high water 
level and only an overflow dam.  This was accomplished 
in early  1987. The cost was shared fairly and the 
maintenance has been manageable.  

In 1993 the levels were again high in the great lakes 
and other lakes according to the representative of 
the Corps of Engineers, although not to the extremes 
of 1974 and 1986.  Silver Lake was a little high in the 
spring that year, but drain down during the winter and 
early spring months prevented a potential problem for 
Silver Lake residents.

And then came  2007 . . . .
This drain works only as an emergency drain off when 
the water cycles high, but does nothing when it is low 
– which was the intention – it is doing it’s job!  Read 
back through this article and notice that the cycle has 
hit  high or low  in mid-decade for the last 40 years.   
“We don’t really understand it all - it will come back”  as 
the gentleman from the Army Corps of Engineers said 
when asked.

To dispel ideas of what a normal drain looks like with 
water flowing out of it as most of us perceive,  let’s take 
a look at the Silver Lake dam. Our dam doesn’t look like 
a normal dam, it looks more like a glass of water set in 
a bowl – rising up out of the water,  it is an “overlow” 
dam, it only drains when the water rises higher than 
the rim of the glass (drain).   The drain is operated 
with a valve which is shut off in May or June when the 
water temp reaches 68 degrees.  THERE HAS BEEN NO 
WATER DRAINED OUTTHIS YEAR, with only a minimal  
amount in the early spring for several  years,  as the 
levels have  been receding in their cyclical fashion.

This information was taken from old SLIA minutes and 
records and court documents. Submitted by Nancy Knight

LOON-IE TUNES
LOON-IE TUNES, which actually sound more like a yodel, combined with the “penguin dance” are loon’s way of 
chasing away other birds, water craft and silly people.  (The “penguin dance” is when they splash with their wings 
and kick their feet so they’re walking on water.)   My son was out swimming and not aware of the loons nearby,  
when Daddy loon started in on him.  My son decided to yodel back and flap his arms - it was quite a hilarious show.

Loons lay 1 - 2 eggs in June on island type areas near water.  
Incubation time is about a month.  They often carry their 
chicks on their backs to avoid predators such as sea gulls, 
eagles, crows and turtles.  They are also very territorial.  The 
loon family you see at the north end of the lake is a different 
one than you see  further down by Brakel Point.

Besides being fun to watch, like when mommy loon is 
teaching chick to dive, they eat leeches!

Loon trivia:  The loon is the state bird in Minnesota;  and 
Mercer, Wisconsin is the Loon Capital of the World!
Submitted by Cathy Kuhn

Life threatening or dangerous  
violations      911

Lake violations (Sheriff Marine Division) 
Boat MC number required; description 

of boat & driver requested) 
922-4550

Launch site violations 
(local dispatch) 

922-4550

DNR Traverse City Office 
922-5280 

Lost and found (Barry Andews) 
943-7005

To request a copy of  
Michigan Boating Laws handbook,  

e-mail SLIA website:  
www.silverlakeimprovement.com

WE WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS
WE WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS
We would like to welcome  

our newest members:

Michael Cole
Jim & Vickie Curry

Michael & Ann Groleau
Jeffrey Homant

Kerry & Donna Kaysserian
Max & Maureen Machuta

Gerald & Pamela Niezgoda
Dale Norconk

Tessa Alexander
Fred Shipman
Ruth Bloomer

Randolph & Michelle Williams
Bonnie Miller


