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5TH ON THE 4TH FISHING CONTEST

REGATTA

With a new format, this year’s Regatta was a bigger success than ever with
21 boats participating. We all met at the public landing at 3 p.m. and each
boat was given a registration entry form. We hooted and hollered and enjoyed ourselves as we toured
the shoreline and absorbed the accolades from our audience for our erstwhile decorating efforts – what
a time it was! Then we all met back at the landing for more fun - people visited on the beach and in
each others boats, taking pictures, exchanging stories and getting to know their neighbors… Small tots
were eager volunteers to draw the registration forms from a hat awarding 5 boats Silver Lake memorabilia. All others were given a Silver Lake logo drink cozy – everyone was a winner!
The themes and decorating get more creative every year – making it difﬁcult for the judges – but certainly a great enjoyment for other participants and the shoreline audiences! A special thanks to Chuck
Hathaway, who did a super job as Parade Marshall. He and his crew registered boats, took pictures and
awarded prizes – and did you get those “4th of July shorts” – he only wears them once a year! A special
thanks also to the judges, Popp, Fifarek and Hathaway families, it wasn’t easy! Let’s also not forget the
audiences with their praise and score cards – don’t stop!
Submitted by Nancy Knight, Social Chairman

JULY 4TH REGATTA

P R E SAI DDEVNI TS’O
S RCYO V E
TO RENTAL PROPERTY OWNERS...
We note there are more rental properties on
Silver Lake than in past years, bringing with
it a few issues needing to be addressed –
we believe the SLIA can be of service to you…
Vacationers may not know that feeding those
cute little ducks could also bring a nasty bout
of swimmers itch to take home with them.
We would be MOST happy to provide copies
of the “Please Don’t Feed The Ducks” ﬂyer for
you to post in your rental. It is a nice colored
layout explaining the Duck/Swimmer’s itch
cycle – most informative!
Secondly, the Sheriff’s Dept Marine Patrol
reported at annual meeting that the largest
percentage of violation warnings they gave
this summer were to non-residents, and a good
share were due to ignorance of marine law.
While some of these obviously were people
entering the lake via the public landing, quite
a number were vacationers staying on the lake.
The DNR and/or the Sheriﬀ’s department will be
happy to provide you with Marine Law booklets
at no charge to make available to your tenants.
Dick Bogard
- President,
Marine
dept @
995-5006,SLIA
DNR @ 922-5280 or
you could check our website for contact info.
We encourage you to take advantage of these
opportunities before next summer’s season to
ensure your vacationers a safe, itch free stay
on Silver Lake!

1st Place – Hinds/Paddock Family – “Blue Angels”

2nd Place – Kreiser/Bowman Family – “Nascar”

3rd Place – Klingaman Family – “Silver Lake Circus”

4th Place – Bogard Family – “Milfoil Busters”

Nancy Knight, Social Committee

September 9, 2008

Back To Square One
With the results of the latest election, there is a big
change in the elected ofﬁcials we will be working
with in Garﬁeld and Blair Townships. In Garﬁeld
Township we have a new supervisor, treasurer,
township board, etc. We also do not have a planning administrator and there may be more changes
to come. In Blair Township we also have a new
supervisor and new township board. It remains to
be seen if the planning commissions and zoning
commissions will be changed as the new administrations take charge. All this means we will go back to
the townships and restate our concerns and wants
for the health of Silver Lake.

ANNUAL FISHING CONTEST
Good news – Bad news

It was good news, bad news at the 6th annual
ﬁshing contest on the 4th of July. The good news
was the comfortable weather, cooperative ﬁsh,
and prizes for everyone. The bad news was the
low number of participants. Only 7 anglers in 4
boats got up early for great ﬁshing and prizes that
included rod combos, tackle boxes and MC Sports
gift cards to name a few. Years past have seen participant numbers in the 30’s with 10-13 boats.
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IT WAS THE 4TH OF JULY ON SILVER LAKE!

THANKS TO YOU!

“Okay Gang – Let’s Go Fishing!”
Thanks to the SLIA and MC Sports for the great
prizes. And the Winners Are…

The “Keyholing” zoning ordinances in both Garﬁeld
and Blair townships still need to be strengthened
to prevent excessive development and access to
the lake. Previously Garﬁeld had taken the lead on
this ordinance and we were awaiting some recommendations from the planner and the legal council.
With the resignation of the planner this ordinance
is now up in the air.
Garﬁeld Township has been funding the efforts to
control the Eurasian milfoil in the lake. They were
to prepare a special assessment district to reimburse them for their efforts but with the changes
the future of this effort is in question.
When the new administrations are in place we will
once again go to the appropriate meetings to make
our case. Hopefully the new administrations will
realize the importance of the residents of Silver
Lake to their townships and they will work with us
to make the necessary changes and improvements
in the ordinances to keep Silver Lake a clean and
attractive place to live.

DEAR GOOSE GUY…
Dear Goose Guy,
“The numerous geese that have been
congregating on Silver Lake this past
summer are a gracious addition to our
lake habitat – true or false?”
Didn’t I see you on,“Are you smarter
than a Fifth Grader?” This question will be
answered true by the riparian owner who enjoys
the graceful feathered family that glides by without
stopping – false by the owner who discovers that
the geese have been using their lawn as a rest area.
FACT: ONE GOOSE LEAVES BEHIND ON AVERAGE
ONE POUND OF DROPPINGS PER DAY – LITTERING
LAWNS AND POTENTIALLY POLLUTING THE LAKE.
So, I guess the true or false of this depends on
which end of the goose you are admiring. A goose
can’t poop out what it doesn’t eat – if you don’t
want your neighbor, Charlie showing up for dinner
at 5:30 every day I’d either stop feeding him or
change the time you eat dinner. Same thing goes
for the geese: don’t invite them for dinner. Or,
when they’re in season – feed them to your neighbor, Charlie if you enjoy his visits.
Dear Goose Guy,
“My young daughter recently watched the movie,
Fly Away Home, wherein a father and daughter
team up to save a batch of young geese that need
to learn survival skills. Now she won’t let me sic’
my dog on the geese because she thinks it will hurt
their feelings – what is your opinion on this?”
My Grandpa Rudy used to step on our farm dogs’
front paws with his work shoes while saying “the
dog likes that!” It was hard to argue with him
because the dog kept following him around. Truth
of the matter is both Grandpa and the dog had
recently retired and had nothing better to do than
to bug one another.
FACT: DOGS LIKE TO CHASE GEESE AND A PROPERLY
TRAINED DOG CAN CHASE GEESE AWAY WITHOUT
HARMING THEM OR HURTING THEIR FEELINGS. Some
grandpas can be trained to do this as well.
Dear Goose Guy,
“My wife, Barbara is really tired of cleaning up after
the geese on our lakeside lawn – she is encouraging me to install fencing to limit their access. What
are your thoughts?”
Since you’re installing this at your wife’s suggestion,
I think you should use Barbed Wire! Yuk-yuk...
FACT: FENCE BARRIERS CONSTRUCTED AT LEAST 30
INCHES HIGH, CAN EXCLUDE MOLTED (NON-FLIGHTED) GEESE FROM LAWNS IN JUNE AND JULY. BARRIERS CAN BE CONSTRUCTED FROM PLASTIC SNOW
FENCE, CHAIN LINK, WOVEN WIRE, MYLAR TAPE OR
CHICKEN WIRE.
Dear Goose Guy,
“Our family has been battling the geese all summer long. My kids think I’m crazy because I am
trying to win this war by – thinking like the enemy
– which in this case is the goose. I’ve identiﬁed
their leader – and am beginning application of
a chemical repellent made from grape extract. I
think my latest surge has tipped the battle in our
favor. PS: Do you know where I can ﬁnd some
camouﬂage swim trunks?”
Well, General – I salute you for your cunning and
bravery!
FACT: CHEMICAL REPELLENTS ARE ONLY ONE WAY
TO DO BATTLE – OTHERS ARE – SCARE DEVICES
– GRASS HEIGHT AND REDUCING OR DOING AWAY
WITH FERTILIZERS AS GEESE LOVE LAWNS THAT
ARE HEAVILY WATERED AND FERTILIZED; THINKING
LIKE THE ENEMY IS RECOMMENDED – DON’T MAKE
GEESE COMFORTABLE AND THEY WON’T HANG
AROUND. As for the camouﬂage swim trunks... I
haven’t yet decided who I’m going to vote for but
the party that has an effective plan for managing
geese is in the lead. In the meantime, if one of
our readers has successfully battled the geese and
would like to share a tip or two – write: The Goose
Guy, C/O SLIA Newsletter.
All the FACTS for this article were taken from the pdf ﬁle:
Geese Management.indd

LAKE MANAGEMENT PLAN
Silver Lake has historically faced many challenges. These challenges vary from high/low water levels, to the
infestation of zebra muscles, to the invasion of Eurasian Milfoil. We also deal regularly with issues like monitoring water quality, lake usage, safety concerns, noise levels, no wake zones, etc.
In the past these various issues have been dealt with on an individual basis, as they arise. The Silver Lake
Improvement Association would now like to take on the major project of establishing a formal “Lake Management Plan”. This plan would take into consideration all possible uses of our lake, all threats to our lake,
and all possible improvements to the lake as a part of a pre-established plan based on our “shared values”.
Rather than copy an existing plan, we would like to have the input and involvement of all interested parties
before the planning begins. We would begin this process by taking a survey of all lake residents and others
deemed as interested parties. We would include input from Garﬁeld Township, Blair Township, the County
Drain Commissioner, the DNR, the DEQ the Soil Conservation district and the Watershed Center to name
a few. From this survey we can begin to put together a lake management plan that can give us a common
direction and a way to address all past, current and future issues with a pre-established plan that would be
in the best interest of all those enjoying Silver Lake.
You will be receiving a survey by mail. Please take the time to complete and return this survey. Also look
for notiﬁcation of public meetings that will take place as a part of this process. Let your opinions be known.
Much more to come.........

SILVER LAKE DISCHARGE DRAIN
On occasion I meet with lake residents, who sometimes ask me “When are they going to close the
discharge drain”? Followed by “The lake is so low we don’t need to lose any more water”.
Unfortunately many of the encounters are with residents who don’t attend meetings, read the newsletter
or visit the SLIA website.
For those of you who may have the same questions, we are pleased to advise you that the lake discharge
valve has not been opened since June 8, 2005, over 3 years ago. So the low lake levels are the result of natural evaporation, lack of rain and snow.
As for the SAD, Special Assessment District, our Drain Commissioner advises that as of 12/31/2007 we
have $118.08 left in the drain fund. Currently the Legislature is working to complete action on amending
the drain code. Until this action is complete Kevin McElyea, our Drain Commissioner, is unable to effect
an assessment.
Bill Helke, SLIA Drain Liaison

Wow! We were blessed with another great Fourth of July and Boat Regatta in 2008. The weather was fantastic and the boat decorations were done to perfection. I have lived on Silver Lake for 15 years and we
have always been involved in the boat regatta in one way or another. For the past two years I have acted
as “Parade Marshall”, what an honor that has been. Not only have I not had to come up with a theme and
decorate my own boat, I have been able to get an up close and personal view of each entry as I hand out
and collect registration forms and take pictures. One of the highlights this year was the gathering of all
entries at the end of the regatta back at the boat launch. Prizes were given out, accolades were heard and
friendships were made.
A special thank you to Nancy Knight who is “Regatta Director”. Without her the regatta would not have
grown to be the wonderful experience that it has become. I would also like to thank my crew; my wife,
Nancy, and our friend, Mickie. I am already looking forward to next year’s regatta. Start making your plans!
See you on the lake, Chuck Hathaway, Parade Marshall

SLIA BOARD OFFICERS
President, Dick Bogard
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Nancy Knight
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www.silverlakeimprovement.com

SLIA MEMBERSHIP REPORT
As of this date, we have 118 members (and
we are so very grateful for them) out of 365
property owners. However, everyone who
owns property on Silver Lake should be able
to contribute $25 a year to help care for the
future of our lake. It is obvious from the various articles in this newsletter, that we have
many things going on that need your ﬁnancial
support. All of the lake water quality testing,
supplies and prizes for our regatta and the
ﬁshing contest, the cost of our newsletters
as well as additional mailings, to name a few.
With more dollars we can do even more for
our lake.
We included a membership form in our spring
newsletter, therefore, we are not including
another one at this time. You can always print
one from our web site. In November, we will
be mailing a letter containing a membership
form to all property owners who have not
paid their dues by that date. If you are interested in subscribing to The Riparian magazine,
we must receive the $7 fee by December 1st.
You will ﬁnd the mailing address etc. on the
bottom of the membership form. Please
become a member of the SLIA to show that
you care for the future of our lake.

REGATTA ENTHUSIASTS

70’s Disco

Spartan MSU

Rock the Boat

4th of July

Free Gas

Red Wings Stanley Cup

Princesses

“Some” Have it Easy

It’s All About the Flag

Pajama Party

Tuckered Out

Parade’s End

And the Winner Is

I Love a Parade

You Rock!

Ringside View

Give That One a Nine

“Whatta Regatta”

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

EURASIAN WATER MILFOIL UPDATE - 9/2007

EURASIAN WATER MILFOIL

Perhaps you are new to the lake, perhaps you
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decided to join us, whatever the reason, we
welcome our new SLIA members!
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This past spring, Chuck Hathaway found a second patch of Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) in the northwest corner of
the lake, offshore from 1412 N.West Silver Lake Rd. The new patch and the original infestation near the boat launch
were treated with herbicides in early July. We were particularly concerned about the new patch because it was in a
fairly shallow, heavily trafﬁcked area of the lake. As the EWM grew to the surface it would be chopped up by passing
boat props. Each fragment of the plant has the ability to establish new growth so there was a likelihood of rapid
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is in place. Acquiring written permissions
Fishing Issues – Kevin Gagnon – 943-5226
onethis
thantime
you see
further down
by Brakel
At
no source
of funding
forPoint.
future
has proven time consuming and frustrating.
Township Liaison - Peter Haddix – 943-8825
monitoring
control
hasmommy
been loon is Multiple contacts with property owners
Besides beingand
fun to
watch,efforts
like when
Drain Liaison – Bill Helke – 943-4779
identiﬁed.
Two
information
meetings were
have resulted
permissions
for just over
teaching chick
to dive,
they eat leeches!
Historianin
– Nancy
Knight – 943-9487
held about creating a special assessment
two hundred
of the
three
hundred
eighty
Knight
– 943-9487
Webmaster
– Wayne
Loon trivia:
The loon
is the state
in Minnesota; and
district
to provide
funding
butbird
no further
properties
on the
lake.
We expect
continWelcoming
new
residents
– Robbto
Raetz
– 943-4358
Mercer,
the Loon
Capital
of the World!
action Wisconsin
has been is
taken.
With
the Trustee
and
ue efforts
to establish
a Special
Membership
– Janet
Wheeler Assessment
– 943-4443
Submitted
Cathy Kuhn
Supervisorbychanges
that are occurring at
Bogard – 943-4845
DistrictPresident
to dealSLIA
with– Dick
EWM.

LOON-IE TUNES

If you would rather email us our address is:
info@silverlakeimprovement.com
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