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5TH ON THE 4TH FISHING CONTEST

JULY 4TH REGATTA

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  C O V E

Dick Bogard - President, SLIA

We fished, we paraded, we whistled and cheered,
We judged and were judged – in spite of our fears.
The fish weren’t biting, but we did our best,
There were winners and losers , we were put to 

the test. 
Extravagant creations were displayed with 

much pride,
While others  were content to be along for the 

ride.
From the shoreline or on board there was no

debate, 

IT WAS THE 4TH OF JULY ON SILVER LAKE!

THANKS TO YOU!

  REGATTA 
With a new format, this year’s Regatta was a bigger success than ever with 
21 boats participating.  We all met at the public landing at 3 p.m. and each 

boat was given a registration entry form.  We hooted and hollered and enjoyed ourselves as we toured 
the shoreline and absorbed the accolades from our audience for our erstwhile decorating efforts – what 
a time it was!  Then we all  met back at the  landing for more fun - people visited on the beach and in 
each others boats, taking pictures, exchanging stories and getting to know their neighbors…  Small tots 
were eager volunteers to draw the registration forms from a hat awarding 5 boats Silver Lake memora-
bilia.  All others were given a Silver Lake logo drink cozy – everyone was a winner!

The themes and decorating get more creative every year – making it difficult for the judges – but cer-
tainly a great enjoyment for other participants and the shoreline audiences!  A special thanks to Chuck 
Hathaway, who did a super  job as Parade Marshall.  He and his crew registered boats, took pictures and 
awarded prizes – and did you get those “4th of July shorts” – he only wears them once a year!  A special 
thanks also to the judges, Popp, Fifarek and Hathaway families, it wasn’t easy!  Let’s also not forget the 
audiences with their praise and score cards – don’t stop!

Submitted by Nancy Knight, Social Chairman

A D V I S O R Y
TO RENTAL PROPERTY OWNERS...

We note there are more rental properties on 
Silver Lake than in past years, bringing with  
it a few issues needing to be addressed –  
we believe the SLIA can be of service to you…

Vacationers may not know that feeding those 
cute little ducks could also bring a nasty bout 
of swimmers itch to take home with them.   
We would be MOST happy to provide copies 
of the “Please Don’t Feed The Ducks” flyer for 
you to post in your rental.  It is a nice colored 
layout  explaining the Duck/Swimmer’s itch 
cycle – most informative!

Secondly, the Sheriff’s Dept Marine Patrol 
reported at annual meeting that the largest 
percentage of violation warnings they gave 
this summer were to non-residents, and a good 
share were due to ignorance of marine law.  
While some of these obviously were people 
entering the lake via the public landing, quite 
a number were vacationers staying on the lake.  
The DNR and/or the Sheriff’s department will be 
happy to provide you with Marine Law booklets 
at no charge to make available to your tenants. 
Marine dept @ 995-5006, DNR @ 922-5280 or 
you could  check our website for contact info.

We encourage you to take advantage of these 
opportunities before next summer’s season to 
ensure your vacationers a safe,  itch free stay 
on Silver Lake!

Nancy Knight, Social Committee

September 9, 2008

Back To Square One
With the results of the latest election, there is a big 
change in the elected officials we will be working 
with in Garfield and Blair Townships.  In Garfield 
Township we have a new supervisor, treasurer, 
township board, etc.  We also do not have a plan-
ning administrator and there may be more changes  
to come.  In Blair Township we also have a new 
supervisor and new township board.  It remains to 
be seen if the planning commissions and zoning 
commissions will be changed as the new administra-
tions take charge.  All this means we will go back to 
the townships and restate our concerns and wants 
for the health of Silver Lake. 

The “Keyholing” zoning ordinances in both Garfield 
and Blair townships still need to be strengthened 
to prevent excessive development and access to 
the lake.  Previously Garfield had taken the lead on 
this ordinance and we were awaiting some recom-
mendations from the planner and the legal council.  
With the resignation of the planner this ordinance  
is now up in the air. 

Garfield Township has been funding the efforts to 
control the Eurasian milfoil in the lake.  They were  
to prepare a special assessment district to reim-
burse them for their efforts but with the changes 
the future of this effort is in question. 

When the new administrations are in place we will 
once again go to the appropriate meetings to make 
our case.  Hopefully the new administrations will 
realize the importance of the residents of Silver 
Lake to their townships and they will work with us 
to make the necessary changes and improvements 
in the ordinances to keep Silver Lake a clean and 
attractive place to live. 

ANNUAL FISHING CONTEST
Good news – Bad news

It was good news, bad news at the 6th annual 
fishing contest on the 4th of July.  The good news 
was the comfortable weather, cooperative fish,  
and prizes for everyone.  The bad news was the 
low number of participants.  Only 7 anglers in 4 
boats got up early for great fishing and prizes that 
included rod combos, tackle boxes and MC Sports 
gift cards to name a few.  Years past have seen par-
ticipant numbers in the 30’s with 10-13 boats.

Save the date!  Circle the 4th of July on your 2009 
calendar so you don’t forget.  See you next year!

Thanks to the SLIA and MC Sports for the great 
prizes.  And the Winners Are…

1st Place – Hinds/Paddock Family – “Blue Angels”

3rd Place – Klingaman Family – “Silver Lake Circus”

2nd Place – Kreiser/Bowman Family – “Nascar”

4th Place – Bogard  Family – “Milfoil Busters”

“Okay Gang – Let’s Go Fishing!”



LAKE MANAGEMENT PLAN
Silver Lake has historically faced many challenges.  These challenges vary from high/low water levels,  to the 
infestation of zebra muscles, to the invasion of Eurasian Milfoil.  We also deal regularly with issues like moni-
toring water quality, lake usage, safety concerns, noise levels, no wake zones, etc. 

In the past these various issues have been dealt with on an individual basis, as they arise.  The Silver Lake 
Improvement Association would now like to take on the major project of establishing a formal “Lake Man-
agement Plan”.  This plan would take into consideration all possible uses of our lake, all threats to our lake, 
and all possible improvements to the lake as a part of a pre-established plan based on our “shared values”.

Rather than copy an existing plan, we would like to have the input and involvement of all interested parties 
before the planning begins.  We would begin this process by taking a survey of all lake residents and others 
deemed as interested parties.  We would include input from Garfield Township, Blair Township, the County 
Drain Commissioner, the DNR, the DEQ  the Soil Conservation district and the Watershed Center  to name 
a few.  From this survey we can begin to put together a lake management plan that can give us a common 
direction and a way to address all past, current and future issues with a pre-established plan that would be 
in the best interest of all those enjoying Silver Lake. 

You will be receiving a survey by mail.  Please take the time to complete and return this survey.  Also look 
for notification of public meetings that will take place as a part of this process.  Let your opinions be known.

Much more to come......... 

SILVER LAKE DISCHARGE DRAIN
On occasion I meet with lake residents, who sometimes ask me “When are they going to close the  

discharge drain”? Followed by “The lake is so low we don’t need to lose any more water”.

Unfortunately many of the encounters are with residents who don’t attend meetings, read the newsletter  
or visit the SLIA website.

For those of you  who may have the same questions, we are pleased to advise you that the lake discharge 
valve has not been opened since June 8, 2005, over 3 years ago.  So the low lake levels are the result of natu-
ral evaporation, lack of rain and snow.

As for the SAD, Special Assessment District, our Drain Commissioner advises that as of 12/31/2007 we  
have $118.08 left in the drain fund.  Currently the Legislature is working to complete action on amending 
the drain code.  Until this action is complete Kevin McElyea, our Drain Commissioner, is unable to effect  
an assessment.

Bill Helke, SLIA Drain Liaison

Wow!  We were blessed with another great Fourth of July and Boat Regatta in 2008.  The weather was fan-
tastic and the boat decorations were done to perfection.  I have lived on Silver Lake for 15 years and we 
have always been involved in the boat regatta in one way or another.  For the past two years I have acted 
as “Parade Marshall”, what an honor that has been.  Not only have I not had to come up with a theme and 
decorate my own boat, I have been able to get an up close and personal view of each entry as I hand out 
and collect registration forms and take pictures.  One of the highlights this year was the gathering of all 
entries at the end of the regatta back at the boat launch.  Prizes were given out, accolades were heard and 
friendships were made.

A special thank you to Nancy Knight who is “Regatta Director”.  Without her the regatta would not have 
grown to be the wonderful experience that it has become.  I would also like to thank my crew; my wife, 
Nancy, and our friend, Mickie.  I am already looking forward to next year’s regatta.  Start making your plans!

See you on the lake, Chuck Hathaway, Parade Marshall 

 DEAR GOOSE GUY… 

Dear Goose Guy, 
“The numerous geese that have been 
congregating on Silver Lake this past 
summer are a gracious addition to our 
lake habitat – true or false?”  

Didn’t I see you on, “Are you smarter 
than a Fifth Grader?”  This question will be  
answered true by the riparian owner who enjoys 
the graceful feathered family that glides by without 
stopping – false by the owner who discovers that 
the geese have been using their lawn as a rest area. 

FACT:  ONE GOOSE LEAVES BEHIND ON AVERAGE 
ONE POUND OF DROPPINGS PER DAY – LITTERING 
LAWNS AND POTENTIALLY POLLUTING THE LAKE.   
So, I guess the true or false of this depends on 
which end of the goose you are admiring.  A goose 
can’t poop out what it doesn’t eat – if you don’t 
want your neighbor, Charlie showing up for dinner 
at 5:30 every day I’d either stop feeding him or 
change the time you eat dinner.  Same thing goes 
for the geese: don’t invite them for dinner.  Or, 
when they’re in season – feed them to your neigh-
bor, Charlie if you enjoy his visits.

Dear Goose Guy, 
“My young daughter recently watched the movie, 
Fly Away Home, wherein a father and daughter 
team up to save a batch of young geese that need 
to learn survival skills.  Now she won’t let me sic’ 
my dog on the geese because she thinks it will hurt 
their feelings – what is your opinion on this?”

My Grandpa Rudy used to step on our farm dogs’ 
front paws with his work shoes while saying “the 
dog likes that!”  It was hard to argue with him 
because the dog kept following him around.  Truth 
of the matter is both Grandpa and the dog had 
recently retired and had nothing better to do than 
to bug one another. 

FACT:  DOGS LIKE TO CHASE GEESE AND A PROPERLY 
TRAINED DOG CAN CHASE GEESE AWAY WITHOUT 
HARMING THEM OR HURTING THEIR FEELINGS.  Some 
grandpas can be trained to do this as well.

Dear Goose Guy, 
“My wife, Barbara is really tired of cleaning up after 
the geese on our lakeside lawn – she is encourag-
ing me to install fencing to limit their access.  What 
are your thoughts?”

Since you’re installing this at your wife’s suggestion, 
I think you should use Barbed Wire!  Yuk-yuk... 

FACT:  FENCE BARRIERS CONSTRUCTED AT LEAST 30 
INCHES HIGH, CAN EXCLUDE MOLTED (NON-FLIGHT-
ED) GEESE FROM LAWNS IN JUNE AND JULY.  BAR-
RIERS CAN BE CONSTRUCTED FROM PLASTIC SNOW 
FENCE, CHAIN LINK, WOVEN WIRE, MYLAR TAPE OR 
CHICKEN WIRE.  

Dear Goose Guy, 
“Our family has been battling the geese all sum-
mer long.  My kids think I’m crazy because I am 
trying to win this war by – thinking like the enemy 
– which in this case is the goose.   I’ve identified 
their leader – and am beginning application of 
a chemical repellent made from grape extract.  I 
think my latest surge has tipped the battle in our 
favor.  PS:  Do you know where I can find some 
camouflage swim trunks?”

Well, General – I salute you for your cunning and 
bravery! 

FACT:  CHEMICAL REPELLENTS ARE ONLY ONE WAY 
TO DO BATTLE – OTHERS ARE – SCARE DEVICES 
– GRASS HEIGHT AND REDUCING OR DOING AWAY 
WITH FERTILIZERS AS GEESE LOVE LAWNS THAT 
ARE HEAVILY WATERED AND FERTILIZED; THINKING 
LIKE THE ENEMY IS RECOMMENDED – DON’T MAKE 
GEESE COMFORTABLE AND THEY WON’T HANG 
AROUND.  As for the camouflage swim trunks... I 
haven’t yet decided who I’m going to vote for but 
the party that has an effective plan for managing 
geese is in the lead.  In the meantime, if one of 
our readers has successfully battled the geese and 
would like to share a tip or two – write:  The Goose 
Guy, C/O SLIA Newsletter.  

All the FACTS for this article were taken from the pdf file: 

Geese Management.indd
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SLIA MEMBERSHIP REPORTSLIA MEMBERSHIP REPORT

As of this date, we have 118 members (and  
we are so very grateful for them) out of 365 
property owners.  However, everyone who 
owns property on Silver Lake should be able 
to contribute $25 a year to help care for the 
future of our lake.  It is obvious from the vari-
ous articles in this newsletter, that we have 
many things going on that need your financial 
support.  All of the lake water quality testing, 
supplies and prizes for our regatta and the 
fishing contest, the cost of our newsletters 
as well as additional mailings, to name a few.  
With more dollars we can do even more for 
our lake.

We included a membership form in our spring 
newsletter, therefore, we are not including 
another one at this time.  You can always print 
one from our web site.  In November, we will 
be mailing a letter containing a membership 
form to all property owners who have not 
paid their dues by that date.  If you are inter-
ested in subscribing to The Riparian magazine, 
we must receive the $7 fee by December 1st.

You will find the mailing address etc. on the 
bottom of the membership form.  Please  
become a member of the SLIA to show that 
you care for the future of our lake.



REGATTA ENTHUSIASTS

70’s Disco Spartan MSU Rock the Boat

4th of July Free Gas Red Wings Stanley Cup

Princesses “Some” Have it Easy It’s All About the Flag

Pajama Party Tuckered Out Parade’s End

And the Winner Is I Love a Parade You Rock!

Ringside View Give That One a Nine “Whatta Regatta”



PO BOX 2133  •  TRAVERSE CITY, MI 49685-2133
        www. s i l ve r l ake improvement . com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Perhaps you are new to the lake, perhaps you 
have been away for awhile or maybe you just 
decided to join us, whatever the reason, we 

welcome our new SLIA members!
Nick & Molly Agostinelli

Scott & Nicole Blonshine
Paul & Darcy Britten

Norm & Peggy Campbell
Brian & Kelly Case

Carol Harrigan
Robert & Susan Isles
David & Judith Reed

Silver Shores Association
Shirley Wehre

Paul & Lisa Wiley
Jack & Cathy Wunderlich

EURASIAN WATER MILFOIL UPDATE - 9/2007
This past spring, Chuck Hathaway found a second patch of Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) in the northwest corner of 
the lake, offshore from 1412 N. West Silver Lake Rd.  The new patch and the original infestation near the boat launch 
were treated with herbicides in early July.  We were particularly concerned about the new patch because it was in a 
fairly shallow, heavily trafficked area of the lake.  As the EWM grew to the surface it would be chopped up by passing 
boat props.  Each fragment of the plant has the ability to establish new growth so there was a likelihood of rapid 
spread if we didn’t act quickly.

We scrambled to get the new patch treated quickly.  We had to hire a contractor to apply the herbicide.  The 
Michigan Department Environmental Quality permit had to be amended. We had to get funding (thanks again 
to Garfield Township for funding the additional treatment) and we had to get written permission from property 
owners.

Getting written permission from property owners proved the most difficult task.  We opted to get the required 
signatures from several owners either side of the patch in case the EWM infestation was more extensive than 
expected. The Burritts personally collected the signatures from the property owners within the known area.  
Mediocre response was received from mailings to others nearby (thanks to those who did respond).  If the 
infestation had been more wide spread we wouldn’t have been able to treat all of it.

As a consequence, and because we don’t know where EWM will pop up next, we decided to get permission from 
every property owner on the lake so we would to be ready to act quickly when the next patch of EWM appears.  
Permission slips were mailed to every property owner and  brought in roughly 100 signatures.  At this writing we 
have signed permission from 132 of the roughly 350 required.

An aquatic vegetation survey, by Professional Lake Management in early September 2007,  identified three new areas 
of EWM.  Patches of EWM were found scattered along the stretches of shoreline described below The stretches are:

1. The area off the Northwest and  North shores of Campbell Island.  That includes 302 to 338 Roman Dr. (roughly 
1100 ft of shoreline).

2. From 425 to 578 Brakel Point Dr (roughly 2500 ft of shoreline).
3. From 5284 Van Petten Dr. north including 391 S. West Silver Lake Rd. to 100 N West Silver Lake Rd. (roughly 

5000 ft of shoreline).

The vegetation surveys aren’t perfect and precise, therefore, EWM may exist beyond the areas described.

H E L P !
Your written permission is required by law before Eurasian Watermilfoil can be treated on your bottomlands.  Please 
fill out and return the permission form mailed with this newsletter if you have not already done so.

No one can predict where Eurasian Watermilfoil will pop up next so we need permission from everyone on the lake. 
We urge you to encourage your neighbors to return a form as well. If their bottomlands are not treated you will suffer 
the consequences too. A form is also available on the new website (silverlakeimprovement.com).    Any questions call 
Chuck Hathaway 943-3912 or Russ Adams at 947-5502.

H AV E  A  Q U E S T I O N ?  C A L L :
Publicity, newsletter – Pat Adams – 947-5502 
Lake Monitoring – Russ Adams – 947-5502 
Exotic Weeds – Russ Adams -  947-5502
Fishing Issues – Kevin Gagnon – 943-5226 
Township Liaison -  Peter Haddix – 943-8825 
Drain Liaison – Bill Helke – 943-4779  
Historian – Nancy Knight – 943-9487 
Webmaster – Wayne Knight – 943-9487  
Welcoming new residents – Robb Raetz – 943-4358  
Membership – Janet Wheeler – 943-4443  
President SLIA – Dick Bogard – 943-4845

If you would rather email us our address is:
info@silverlakeimprovement.com 

H AV E  A  Q U E S T I O N ?  C A L L :

 RUMORS – RUMORS – RUMORS
“The reason the lake levels are so low is because 
they are draining all of the water out of Silver 
Lake through that *$#%* dam”

Folks, we want to reassure you that these rumors are 
entirely unfounded but easily believable when indeed 
the water levels are down – so we’d like to share a few 
facts and some history with you.

If you watched TV7&4 recently, they had a special 
interview with the Army Corps of Engineers because 
of  public concern that the  Great Lakes are down, 
especially Lake Superior – they also cited area lakes 
and the bay with pictures of the beach at Old Mission.  
The Corps’ answer was that levels are largely cyclical 
with some influence of drought, hot summers and light 
winters.

Now to Silver Lake – the SLIA was formed in 1965 
because the levels were at an all time low in this 
century (much worse than now).  They petitioned the 
county to divert water from Bass Lake to raise the levels.  
After 3 years in red tape and petitions,  by ‘68/69 the 
levels were rising so the effort died. 

In 1974  the levels were extremely high, people were 
flooded, sandbagged and trees died all along the 
shoreline.  Again the county was petitioned to establish 
a level – this time it was contested because it would 
require pumping groundwater back into the lake if the 
level went down and would have been an ongoing high 
cost to riparians, so this effort also died and the waters  
receded.  

In 1986 the levels were higher than 1974 -  more 
sandbags -  add pumps, flooded septics and some 
evacuation of homes.  This time a more educated plan 
was presented to the county – set only a high water 
level and only an overflow dam.  This was accomplished 
in early  1987. The cost was shared fairly and the 
maintenance has been manageable.  

In 1993 the levels were again high in the great lakes 
and other lakes according to the representative of 
the Corps of Engineers, although not to the extremes 
of 1974 and 1986.  Silver Lake was a little high in the 
spring that year, but drain down during the winter and 
early spring months prevented a potential problem for 
Silver Lake residents.

And then came  2007 . . . .
This drain works only as an emergency drain off when 
the water cycles high, but does nothing when it is low 
– which was the intention – it is doing it’s job!  Read 
back through this article and notice that the cycle has 
hit  high or low  in mid-decade for the last 40 years.   
“We don’t really understand it all - it will come back”  as 
the gentleman from the Army Corps of Engineers said 
when asked.

To dispel ideas of what a normal drain looks like with 
water flowing out of it as most of us perceive,  let’s take 
a look at the Silver Lake dam. Our dam doesn’t look like 
a normal dam, it looks more like a glass of water set in 
a bowl – rising up out of the water,  it is an “overlow” 
dam, it only drains when the water rises higher than 
the rim of the glass (drain).   The drain is operated 
with a valve which is shut off in May or June when the 
water temp reaches 68 degrees.  THERE HAS BEEN NO 
WATER DRAINED OUTTHIS YEAR, with only a minimal  
amount in the early spring for several  years,  as the 
levels have  been receding in their cyclical fashion.

This information was taken from old SLIA minutes and 
records and court documents. Submitted by Nancy Knight

LOON-IE TUNES
LOON-IE TUNES, which actually sound more like a yodel, combined with the “penguin dance” are loon’s way of 
chasing away other birds, water craft and silly people.  (The “penguin dance” is when they splash with their wings 
and kick their feet so they’re walking on water.)   My son was out swimming and not aware of the loons nearby,  
when Daddy loon started in on him.  My son decided to yodel back and flap his arms - it was quite a hilarious show.

Loons lay 1 - 2 eggs in June on island type areas near water.  
Incubation time is about a month.  They often carry their 
chicks on their backs to avoid predators such as sea gulls, 
eagles, crows and turtles.  They are also very territorial.  The 
loon family you see at the north end of the lake is a different 
one than you see  further down by Brakel Point.

Besides being fun to watch, like when mommy loon is 
teaching chick to dive, they eat leeches!

Loon trivia:  The loon is the state bird in Minnesota;  and 
Mercer, Wisconsin is the Loon Capital of the World!
Submitted by Cathy Kuhn

Eurasian water milfoil (EWM) continues to 
spread throughout the lake.  The fall vegeta-
tion survey conducted on September 16 
found EWM in the most southerly bay of the 
lake and along the east shore where none 
had been found in earlier surveys.  Density of 
EWM patches treated on July 1 was greatly 
reduced but the plant remains on the fringes 
of some of the treated areas (Fig 1 shows 
where EWM was found).  An Email from Bre 
Grabill of Professional Lake Management 
discussing the survey and offering recom-
mendations for the future follows:

“I am attaching a document that shows the 
locations of EWM from yesterdays survey 
(9/16/2008).  I have corresponding GPS loca-
tions for all points for next year’s treatments 
and to compare to next spring’s survey.  

As you can see, the EWM has spread.  It is 
growing in many locations, each locations 
having different characteristics (i.e., sand vs. 
mud [mucky] bottoms, shallow vs. deep wa-
ter).  This was one of my concerns this spring 
with Todd’s stance on EWM.  He made it 
clear in his discussions that EWM would not 
spread over (throughout) the lake and grow 
in sand.  In many cases yesterday, I found it 
growing in sand and in deep water, 12-15+ 
feet as well as in shallow water 5’ or less.  

You will notice that there is still EWM in 
the areas that were treated in July.  A few of 
the treatment areas had no EWM in them 
this fall, areas such as the DNR access and 
the small bay/cove just north of the access.  
The more open areas (the Northeast end of 
the lake) still have EWM growing.  A major-
ity of the EWM in these locations are on the 
outskirts of the treatment area (as I was only 
able to treat in front of certain houses).  This 
is also one of my concerns with not being 
able to treat all EWM, as it can spread and 
re-infest areas very quickly.  Overall, the 2008 
treatment areas looked great and indicate 
great success with the 2008 OTF treatments.   

My continued recommendation for Silver 
Lake is to obtain whole lake permission 
(through the establishment of a Special 
Assessment District) to be able to target all 
EWM throughout the lake.  I am well aware 
that many residents on the lake would like 
to test weevil use.  I do believe that I have 
found a good location for the use of weevils, 
but am recommending that the rest of the 
lake still use systemic herbicide use (2,4-D 
offshore and Renovate OTF) were applica-
ble.  I do believe that systemic herbicide use 
should be lakewide and will obtain better 
control, however pleasing residents and ex-
tending every effort available is always a first 
and foremost.  I know that we have been 
working on this and that it all takes time.

I also found Phragmites in two areas of 
the lake.  Living in Traverse City, you might 
be well aware of the threat of Phragmites, 
as it has been taking over the bay area.  
Phragmites is an emergent, wetland plant 
that can grow in many areas including out 
in water, shoreline areas, ditches, wetlands, 
etc.  The areas of Phragmites are small with 
plant growth being very young.  There was 
no presence of dead or old vegetation from 
last year, so I do believe that these infesta-
tions are new.  New infestations are a sign of 
exotic Phrag.  Common Reed also has native 
strands and it is often difficult to distinguish 
in young, new infestations.  I am recom-
mending to watch these patches very closely 
to see how fast the patches spread and to 
watch growth patterns.  Once the plants are 
older, identification is much easier.  However 

genetic testing is often a 
result to fully identify plants 
of this age and are often still 
inconclusive (comparing 
native vs. exotic).  It is my 
experience that a pro-active 
approach is far better than 
possibly letting an exotic 
Phrag infestation take over.  
Further, both areas had other 
emergents in the area that 
may potentially be lost and 
can re-establish the Phrag 
locations after treatments.   

Phragmites treatments, as 
well as purple loosestrife, 
EWM, and any other exotic 
plant and be part of the dis-
trict if it is designed correct-
ly.  I recommend including 
all lake management in the 
district so no limitations oc-
cur later on.  I recommend-
ed treating the Phrag next 
season to prevent further 
spread.   

I will forward the actual 
AVAS survey asap (I still 
need to tally it) and a hard 
copy of this attached map 
and my formal recommenda-
tions for next season.  Please 
feel free to call me if you 
want to discuss any of this 
immediately, otherwise please watch for 
information to follow.”

Estimated total cost this year for surveys 
and treatment is $11,000 which will be paid 
by Garfield Township which contracted for 
the services with Professional Lake Manage-
ment.  Next year’s costs are expected to be 
much higher.

At this time no source of funding for future 
monitoring and control efforts has been 
identified.  Two information meetings were 
held about creating a special assessment 
district to provide funding but no further 
action has been taken.  With the Trustee and 
Supervisor changes that are occurring at 

Garfield Township it is not known what next 
year will bring. 

We strongly support a Special Assessment 
District for EWM management for two 
reasons.  One, it provides a stable source of 
funding so that a consistent program can 
keep EWM under control.  Second, written 
permission from each property owner is 
not required if a Special Assessment District 
is in place.  Acquiring written permissions 
has proven time consuming and frustrating.  
Multiple contacts with property owners 
have resulted in permissions for just over 
two hundred of the three hundred eighty 
properties on the lake.  We expect to contin-
ue efforts to establish a Special Assessment 
District to deal with EWM.
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