
C H A I R M A N ’ S  C O V E
It has been my privilege to serve as 
president of the SLIA for the past several 
years. With the end of my term this year, I 
am resigning as president and turning over 
my duties to Ken Kaufman. I will remain 
on the board leading the Environmental 
Committee. It has been my honor to work 
with many board members, past and 
present, over the years. We have come 
together from different paths in our walk 
through life with one common goal,  the 
health and wellbeing of our beautiful lake.

B. Scot Ogden, Retiring President 

As incoming president, I want to express 
my appreciation to Scot for his leadership 
of the SLIA board. I joined the board  
in 2017 to get to know people and to 
support the SLIA’s activities. When I  
was nominated for the president’s role,   
I didn’t have to think long about it because 
of the dedication of Scot and other board 
members. I, along with the other members 
will continue working to preserve and 
improve Silver Lake.   

Ken Kaufman, President

F A L L  2 0 1 8

The Great Big Silver Lake 
Beach Ball, Year 7

Silver Lake Celebrates   
Independence Day!  

It was a beautiful day and the whole community 
turned out! There were 25 boats and a young lad 
on a jetski parading in the Regatta, joined by a 
flock of geese on the north end. Youngsters on 
rafts, floats and tubes, armed with water blasters, 
balloons, or just waving as we passed, with 

families joining them in the water, on docks or on 
shore, many with score cards – it was truly grand! 
See the following 2 page layout of pics of the 
occasion – you may see yourself there,  and thank 
you for your participation!           	    

Mike Reed, Regatta Committee Chair          

Year seven was a great year 
for the beach ball! There 
were more signatures 
and messages on it than 
any year in the past with 
many taking “selfies” to 
remember.

The ball was out on the 
lake for a full six days, from 
June 28th – July 4th. Most 
of those days and nights 
the wind was stronger than 
normal, so anchoring of the ball was a little 
more challenging. 

Each year there seems to be some type 

of setback – this year 
“someone” cut the anchor 
rope, and the ball was set 
free! Thanks to the quick 
action of the ”Beach Ball 
First Responders Team”,  
the ball was re-anchored in 
record time! The ball also 
made its yearly appearance 
at Annual Meeting to 
collect more signatures 
and selfies. 

I am honored to be a part of this wonderful 
lake activity.  
Chuck Hathaway, Beach Ball Committee Chair

FISHERIES REPORT

Silver Lake was very fortunate this last 
spring – as the result of an early thaw, we 

received 1,916,667 Walleye Fry 
in May from the DNR that were 
scheduled for another lake 
location that was still frozen!

We are still scheduled for our 
normal 3 year Fingerling planting 

of 30,000 for spring, 2019. If you have any 
great fish stories or pics to share for our 
website or newsletter, please contact …

Ken Kleinrichert, Fisheries Committee

WELCOMING COMMITTEE   

Many properties have changed hands 
in 2017-18, our committee has had the 
privilege to call on many of you and 
welcome you to Silver Lake. If you are new 
and we haven’t  met you yet, or if you have 
a new neighbor we aren’t aware of, please 
contact me so that we may remedy this 
and get acquainted!  

Dan Brady, Welcoming Comm Chair
    

It was 1986 and Silver Lake was in its 3rd year 
of rising waters, with residents pumping water 
from flooded basements, experiencing flooded 
septic tanks, some even having to abandon 
their homes.
   The SLIA stepped up to address the problem, 
resulting in our current overflow drain being 
approved by the court and in operation in early 
1987.
    The cost was approved by 65% of residents 
and shared through a special assessment, 
which has also covered the maintenance over 
this last 32 years.
    G.T. County Drain Commissioner Steve 
Largent graciously presented an update on 
the current standing of the drain at the SLIA 
annual meeting in August. As we reported 
in our spring newsletter, Steve, along with 
volunteer lake residents cleaned the screen  
and kept the drain open throughout the winter 
and spring. Steve also has plans to lift the 
screen this fall and explore the outlet structure 
for any obstructions, including using a camera 

to look at the drain running under US-31. 
If there are any obstructions, they will be 
removed. The drain field will be reinforced 
with filter fabric under an appropriate rock 
layer around the structure. While it has been 
functioning for these 32 years, it is advisable 
to take steps to keep it that way! There are 
also future plans for a camera to be installed 
to further facilitate monitoring of the flow.  
Steve is available for questions at slargent@
grandtraverse.org or 231-409-9314. For more 
information about the drain, visit www.
silverlakeimprovement.com.
    The county has advanced funds to cover 
these maintenance costs while the previous 
assessment is updated, this assessment is 
relatively small compared to the benefit! If 
you have questions, please send them to the 
website. Note – the established level is 862’,  
at this time it is 861.5’ after  recent rains, 
though  it seems quite high, it doesn’t compare 
to the 3 feet higher in 1986 when this initiative 
was started!  
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MUSKRATS AND MOTHBALLS       

Remember with winter approaching – 
Muskrats love to make their 
winter home in the area 
near the motor on your 
pontoon – they especially 

love the wiring lubricated with peanut oil 
(yes, it’s so!)

Muskrats do not love mothballs! A 
handful of mothballs in this cavity when 
you are storing your boat this fall may save 
a lot of grief!

Muskrats and Mothballs    Remember with 
winter approaching – Muskrats love to make 

their winter home 
in the area near 
the motor on your 
pontoon – they 
especially love the 
wiring lubricated 
with peanut oil 
(yes, it’s so!) 

Muskrats do not love mothballs!  A handful of 
mothballs in this cavity when you are storing 
your boat this fall may save a lot of grief! 
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It was a beautiful day and the whole community turned out!  There were 25 boats 
and a young lad on a jetski parading in the Regatta, joined by a flock of geese on 
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Silver Lake Drain Update 
 

    
 
It was 1986 and Silver Lake was in its 3rd 
year of rising waters, with residents 
pumping water from flooded basements, 
experiencing flooded septic tanks, some 
even having to abandon their homes. 
   The SLIA stepped up to address the 
problem, resulting in our current 
overflow drain being approved by the 
court and in operation in early 1987. 
    The cost was approved by 65% of 
residents and shared through a special 
assessment, which has also covered the 
maintenance over this last 32 years. 
    G. T. County Drain Commissioner Steve 
Largent graciously presented an update 
on the current standing of the drain at the SLIA annual meeting in August.  As we reported in our spring 
newsletter, Steve, along with volunteer lake residents cleaned the screen and kept the drain open 
throughout the winter and spring.  Steve also has plans to lift the screen this fall and explore the outlet 
structure for any obstructions, including using a camera to look at the drain running under US-31.  If there 
are any obstructions, they will be removed.  The drain field will be reinforced with filter fabric under an 
appropriate rock layer around the structure.  While it has been functioning for these 32 years, it is 
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231-409-9314.  For more information about the drain, visit www.silverlakeimprovement.com. 
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updated, this assessment is relatively small compared to the benefit!  if you have questions, please send 
them to the website.  Note - the established level is 862’, at this time it is 861.5’ after  recent rains, though  
it seems quite high, it doesn’t compare to the 3 feet higher in 1986 when this initiative was started!   
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REGATTA ENTHUSIASTS ON PARADE

5th – Kleinrichert Family – “The Adorables” 

America, Red White & Brody

Happy Birthday America

Patriotism

Joining the Parade

4th of July

America Water Explosion

Merica             

U.S. Flags

Joining the Parade – yes, they did!

Uncle Sam

Bob’s Dynasty

Hawaiian

Flags & Bows

Silver Lake Lead Boat

America

Christmas in July

Patriotic

Displaying Flag

Signing Up...

America!

George Washington

Party in Slow Motion

Family Fun

Should’ve Joined the Parade                  

1st Place – DeBruyn Family – “Ice Cream Truck”                          

3rd Place – Brethauer Family – “Aloha Luau”                        

2nd Place – Lange Family – “Lady Liberty”                          

4th Place – Conklin Family – “American Heroes”                      

...  and the Winners Are ...



... THANK YOU TO OUR JUDGES, A BIG JOB! 

Bock Family

Lamb Family Reed Family

Kreiser-Bowman Family

Snyder Family

Grin Family

SHORELINE PARTICIPATION IS THE BEST! 



There are several items to talk about 
in this fall report. First and foremost is 
the treatment for Eurasian Milfoil (EM). 
(See article above.) There were 10 
Acres of EM treated in late June. I have 
been noticing many areas where it is  
re-emerging recently. I will be 
contacting RLS to schedule the fall 
lake survey and possible fall treatment. 
If you notice an area where there is 
EM, please notify me at SLIA. We must 
continue to actively work to contain 
this invasion as best we can!

Purple Loosestrife – This is an invasive plant 
that can take over your waterfront in short order.  
If you have it, dig it up by the roots, be sure to 

cover the flowering portion of the 
plant to contain the seeds from 
spreading prior to digging, then 
dispose of properly.

Fall clean up – please do not rake 
your leaves into the lake, leaves in the 
lake equal phosphorus equal muck! If 
you use a service to clean up your yard, 
be sure that they haul the leaves away.  

Septic tanks – If you have a drain 
field, please make sure to drain your 
septic tank at least once every 3 years. 
If your septic drains into a dry well, 

please drain at least once per year. 
If you see evidence of systems leaching into the 

lake, please contact the appropriate authorities!

WHO DO YOU CALL?
Life threatening or dangerous violations   

911

Boating violations, wildlife harassment  
(MC number required) or launch site violations 

Central Dispatch 
922-4550

General Marine questions (leave msg)  
Sheriff’s Marine Division 

231-922-2112

DNR Traverse City Office  
231-922-5280

Lost and Found 
TC.Silver.Lake.Association@gmail.com

More information at  
www.silverlakeimprovement.com

PO BOX 2133  •  TRAVERSE CITY, MI 49685-2133
        www. s i l ve r l ake improvement . com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Perhaps you are new to the lake, perhaps you 
have been away for awhile or maybe you just 
decided to join us, whatever the reason, we 

welcome our new SLIA members!
Nick & Molly Agostinelli

Scott & Nicole Blonshine
Paul & Darcy Britten

Norm & Peggy Campbell
Brian & Kelly Case

Carol Harrigan
Robert & Susan Isles
David & Judith Reed

Silver Shores Association
Shirley Wehre

Paul & Lisa Wiley
Jack & Cathy Wunderlich

EURASIAN WATER MILFOIL UPDATE - 9/2007
This past spring, Chuck Hathaway found a second patch of Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) in the northwest corner of 
the lake, offshore from 1412 N. West Silver Lake Rd.  The new patch and the original infestation near the boat launch 
were treated with herbicides in early July.  We were particularly concerned about the new patch because it was in a 
fairly shallow, heavily trafficked area of the lake.  As the EWM grew to the surface it would be chopped up by passing 
boat props.  Each fragment of the plant has the ability to establish new growth so there was a likelihood of rapid 
spread if we didn’t act quickly.

We scrambled to get the new patch treated quickly.  We had to hire a contractor to apply the herbicide.  The 
Michigan Department Environmental Quality permit had to be amended. We had to get funding (thanks again 
to Garfield Township for funding the additional treatment) and we had to get written permission from property 
owners.

Getting written permission from property owners proved the most difficult task.  We opted to get the required 
signatures from several owners either side of the patch in case the EWM infestation was more extensive than 
expected. The Burritts personally collected the signatures from the property owners within the known area.  
Mediocre response was received from mailings to others nearby (thanks to those who did respond).  If the 
infestation had been more wide spread we wouldn’t have been able to treat all of it.

As a consequence, and because we don’t know where EWM will pop up next, we decided to get permission from 
every property owner on the lake so we would to be ready to act quickly when the next patch of EWM appears.  
Permission slips were mailed to every property owner and  brought in roughly 100 signatures.  At this writing we 
have signed permission from 132 of the roughly 350 required.

An aquatic vegetation survey, by Professional Lake Management in early September 2007,  identified three new areas 
of EWM.  Patches of EWM were found scattered along the stretches of shoreline described below The stretches are:

1. The area off the Northwest and  North shores of Campbell Island.  That includes 302 to 338 Roman Dr. (roughly 
1100 ft of shoreline).

2. From 425 to 578 Brakel Point Dr (roughly 2500 ft of shoreline).
3. From 5284 Van Petten Dr. north including 391 S. West Silver Lake Rd. to 100 N West Silver Lake Rd. (roughly 

5000 ft of shoreline).

The vegetation surveys aren’t perfect and precise, therefore, EWM may exist beyond the areas described.

H E L P !
Your written permission is required by law before Eurasian Watermilfoil can be treated on your bottomlands.  Please 
fill out and return the permission form mailed with this newsletter if you have not already done so.

No one can predict where Eurasian Watermilfoil will pop up next so we need permission from everyone on the lake. 
We urge you to encourage your neighbors to return a form as well. If their bottomlands are not treated you will suffer 
the consequences too. A form is also available on the new website (silverlakeimprovement.com).    Any questions call 
Chuck Hathaway 943-3912 or Russ Adams at 947-5502.

H AV E  A  Q U E S T I O N ?  C A L L :
Publicity, newsletter – Pat Adams – 947-5502 
Lake Monitoring – Russ Adams – 947-5502 
Exotic Weeds – Russ Adams -  947-5502
Fishing Issues – Kevin Gagnon – 943-5226 
Township Liaison -  Peter Haddix – 943-8825 
Drain Liaison – Bill Helke – 943-4779  
Historian – Nancy Knight – 943-9487 
Webmaster – Wayne Knight – 943-9487  
Welcoming new residents – Robb Raetz – 943-4358  
Membership – Janet Wheeler – 943-4443  
President SLIA – Dick Bogard – 943-4845

If you would rather email us our address is:
info@silverlakeimprovement.com 

H AV E  A  Q U E S T I O N ?  C A L L :

 RUMORS – RUMORS – RUMORS
“The reason the lake levels are so low is because 
they are draining all of the water out of Silver 
Lake through that *$#%* dam”

Folks, we want to reassure you that these rumors are 
entirely unfounded but easily believable when indeed 
the water levels are down – so we’d like to share a few 
facts and some history with you.

If you watched TV7&4 recently, they had a special 
interview with the Army Corps of Engineers because 
of  public concern that the  Great Lakes are down, 
especially Lake Superior – they also cited area lakes 
and the bay with pictures of the beach at Old Mission.  
The Corps’ answer was that levels are largely cyclical 
with some influence of drought, hot summers and light 
winters.

Now to Silver Lake – the SLIA was formed in 1965 
because the levels were at an all time low in this 
century (much worse than now).  They petitioned the 
county to divert water from Bass Lake to raise the levels.  
After 3 years in red tape and petitions,  by ‘68/69 the 
levels were rising so the effort died. 

In 1974  the levels were extremely high, people were 
flooded, sandbagged and trees died all along the 
shoreline.  Again the county was petitioned to establish 
a level – this time it was contested because it would 
require pumping groundwater back into the lake if the 
level went down and would have been an ongoing high 
cost to riparians, so this effort also died and the waters  
receded.  

In 1986 the levels were higher than 1974 -  more 
sandbags -  add pumps, flooded septics and some 
evacuation of homes.  This time a more educated plan 
was presented to the county – set only a high water 
level and only an overflow dam.  This was accomplished 
in early  1987. The cost was shared fairly and the 
maintenance has been manageable.  

In 1993 the levels were again high in the great lakes 
and other lakes according to the representative of 
the Corps of Engineers, although not to the extremes 
of 1974 and 1986.  Silver Lake was a little high in the 
spring that year, but drain down during the winter and 
early spring months prevented a potential problem for 
Silver Lake residents.

And then came  2007 . . . .
This drain works only as an emergency drain off when 
the water cycles high, but does nothing when it is low 
– which was the intention – it is doing it’s job!  Read 
back through this article and notice that the cycle has 
hit  high or low  in mid-decade for the last 40 years.   
“We don’t really understand it all - it will come back”  as 
the gentleman from the Army Corps of Engineers said 
when asked.

To dispel ideas of what a normal drain looks like with 
water flowing out of it as most of us perceive,  let’s take 
a look at the Silver Lake dam. Our dam doesn’t look like 
a normal dam, it looks more like a glass of water set in 
a bowl – rising up out of the water,  it is an “overlow” 
dam, it only drains when the water rises higher than 
the rim of the glass (drain).   The drain is operated 
with a valve which is shut off in May or June when the 
water temp reaches 68 degrees.  THERE HAS BEEN NO 
WATER DRAINED OUTTHIS YEAR, with only a minimal  
amount in the early spring for several  years,  as the 
levels have  been receding in their cyclical fashion.

This information was taken from old SLIA minutes and 
records and court documents. Submitted by Nancy Knight

LOON-IE TUNES
LOON-IE TUNES, which actually sound more like a yodel, combined with the “penguin dance” are loon’s way of 
chasing away other birds, water craft and silly people.  (The “penguin dance” is when they splash with their wings 
and kick their feet so they’re walking on water.)   My son was out swimming and not aware of the loons nearby,  
when Daddy loon started in on him.  My son decided to yodel back and flap his arms - it was quite a hilarious show.

Loons lay 1 - 2 eggs in June on island type areas near water.  
Incubation time is about a month.  They often carry their 
chicks on their backs to avoid predators such as sea gulls, 
eagles, crows and turtles.  They are also very territorial.  The 
loon family you see at the north end of the lake is a different 
one than you see  further down by Brakel Point.

Besides being fun to watch, like when mommy loon is 
teaching chick to dive, they eat leeches!

Loon trivia:  The loon is the state bird in Minnesota;  and 
Mercer, Wisconsin is the Loon Capital of the World!
Submitted by Cathy Kuhn

The introduction of Invasive 
Species plants into the Great Lakes 
and ultimately into inland lakes in 
Michigan and surrounding states 
several years ago has become 
a large problem that has to be 
dealt with. Some very proactive 
SLIA board members at the time 
instituted treatment, through a 
special assessment supported by 
Silver Lake Property owners, along 
with help from the Townships to 
treat it for containment. It proved 
to be unrealistic to believe it could 
be completely eradicated, but due 
to continued vigilance through 
the years it has been considerably 
contained. In fact, Silver Lake 
proves to be one of the cleanest 
lakes in the region!  

Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM) is 
the largest threat, see illustration above, as well as pics to the right of lakes in Southern Michigan 
that have “Out of control invasions”. If you see this plant – PLEASE DO NOT PULL IT! Any small 
fragment will restart another plant! Instead contact the SLIA board with the location and it will be 
scheduled for treatment.

INVASIVE SPECIES – INFO & TREATMENT!

VOLUNTEER COMMITTEES
Ron Grin 
Adopt-a-Road	
231-943-0293

Sherry McNamara 
Loons	
231-313-2769

Chuck Hathaway 
Beachball	
231-943-3912

2018-19 SLIA BOARD
Barry Andrews		
231-943-7005

Denny Bogard		
231-943-4547

Dan Brady		
231-620-7346

Bill Helke		
231-944-6123

Ken Kaufman		
989-859-4616

Ken Kleinrichert	      
231-218-8530

Nancy Knight		
231-943-9487

Jon LeJeune		
231-943-8907

Ed McNamara		
231-313-2779

Scot Ogden		
517-749-3895

Mike Reed		
231-943-4171

Kelly Smith		
248-252-7022

ENVIRONMENTAL 

There are several items to talk about in this fall 
report.  First and foremost is the treatment for 
Eurasian Milfoil (EM). (See article to left)  There 
were 10 Acres of EM treated in late June.  I have 
been noticing many areas where it is re-emerging 
recently.  I will be contacting RLS to schedule the 
fall lake survey and possible fall treatment.  If you 
notice an area where there is EM, please notify me 
at SLIA.  We must continue to actively work to 

contain this invasion as 
best we can! 

Purple Loosestrife – This 
is an invasive plant that 
can take over your 
waterfront in short 
order.  If you have it, 
dig it up by the roots, be 
sure to cover the 
flowering portion of the 
plant to contain the 
seeds from spreading 

prior to digging, then dispose of properly. 

Fall clean up – please do not rake your leaves into 
the lake, leaves in the lake equal phosphorus equal 
muck!  If you use a service to clean up your yard, 
be sure that they haul the leaves away.   

Septic tanks – If you have a drain field, please make 
sure to drain your septic tank at least once every 3 
years.  If your septic drains into a dry well, please 
drain at least once per year.  If you see evidence 
of systems leaching into the lake, please contact 
the appropriate authorities! 
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ADOPT-A-ROAD 
FALL CLEANUP 

Saturday, September 22nd – 10 a.m. SHARP! 
SILVER LAKE PARK, East Silver Lake Rd N. 
(Members will be advised via g-mail, or check 
website for changes or rain dates). Questions – 
contact Ron Grin at 943-0293. And remember –
many hands make light work!  

MEMBERSHIP FORM
We are enclosing the 2018-19 form. If you have 
already paid your dues – “Thank you” and  
please disregard. If you haven’t joined yet – today 
would be a good day to do so!

In reading the various articles in this  
newsletter regarding treatment of invasive species, 
importance of maintaining the drain, gmail 
advisements, website, and many more – please 
know your dues are benefitting your environment 
on this beautiful lake!

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
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problem that has to be dealt 
with.  Some very proactive 
SLIA board members at the 
time instituted treatment, 
through a special assessment 
supported by Silver Lake 
Property owners, along with  
help from the Townships to 
treat it for containment.  It 
proved to be unrealistic to 
believe it could be completely eradicated, but due to continued vigilance through the 
years it has been considerably contained.  In fact, Silver Lake proves to be one of the 
cleanest lakes in the region!   
   Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM) is the largest threat, see illustration above, as well as 
pics below of lakes in Southern Michigan that have “Out of control invasions”.  If you see 
this plant - PLEASE DO NOT PULL IT!  Any small fragment will restart another plant!  
Instead contact the SLIA board with the location and it will be scheduled for treatment. 
  

  
                               
 

LOOK WHO 
WAS FISHING 
ONE EARLY 
MORNING?

Purple Loosestrife


